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We’re going to do a very different kind of workshop or seminar this year.  The theme is exuberance and we’ve selected three basic themes that will build toward that one theme, the theme exuberance, we want to say some things about time, some things about joy, and some things just about our work, our task in the world. 


 Sometime ago the largest construction company head in I guess the world was going to meet with the financial people in England, and they were going to discuss the possibility of this man building the world trade center in London.  And so they did it up in real English style and had a major dinner with crystal and white napkins and just really with all the works.  After which they lead the head of this company into a conference room where the meeting was to take place.  And they opened it by saying, “Mr. Crow you have passed the first test.”  He said, “What was that?”  They said, “You didn’t bring up business during the meal.  Anyone who brings up business during the meal we don’t have the business meeting following that.  We just say no.”  I don’t know if that’s an idiosyncrasy of the British people or if that’s common place at that level.  But anyway, it was their custom.  There second question was, “Sir, what is the greatest strength of your company?”  His right arm was sitting there and said he could think of ten answers very quickly, but the head of the company sat very quietly, thoughtfully, rubbed his face, and his managing partner thought well he’s not going to get it out.  Could not understand what in the world was going on.  Finally he said, “Gentlemen, most people in my business are about fifty percent con.  We like to think that we’re about twenty percent con.”  And there was a stunned pause for awhile before they realized what he’d said and they broke into laughter.  And from there on it was just a matter of signing the papers.  I suppose they wanted to deal with a man that didn’t take himself quiet so seriously.  


The business that we’re in, the business of religion.  Most of the people across this country.  Incidentally that story is not meant to indicate what’s about to follow.  But there are many people in this nation in fact I would guess the majority who believe that religion is about fifty percent con.  That religious report are at least fifty percent con.  That evangelists are at least fifty percent con artists.  That they are always telling much more that they’ve got a scoop, that there always willing to share the scoop, that most individual Christians are about the same.  They say more about prayer than their really experiencing when they’re trying to convince someone else to be a Christian.  Can you relate to that?  They say more about our assemblies than they themselves experience.  If you listen to the average Christian who tries to tell an outsider about our assemblies, why you would think they are having one of the greatest experiences of their lives.  But then we get among ourselves.  When we begin to talk to somebody about God, or about the person of Christ, and our relationship to Christ.  We can just go on and on and on exploring the virtues of the Christian life.  And then we go home.  We question ourselves about our relationship.  The reality of it, the genuineness of it, our own sincerity.   


Now, people turn on the television sets.  Is that real?  Is the religion real?  Most of the programs they hear thru the media, you think that’s very real?  You think it’s very convincing?  So that’s the problem.  Anytime that you have something that has the potential of being as great and as exciting and as wonderful as our case is, there’s a tremendous tendency to over state the case.  We do that in our own home, with our own families.  There are lots of children that are being reared in homes that hearing the case over stated.  The promises are all there, there growing but they know you.  And if your promise is very different from what they really know about you, husband, wife, parents, children then you better be taking some steps to remove the con artistry out of it, or those children are in for a tough time with faith.  


Now why is that?  Why is it that there is a constant oversell?  And how many people can say, how many people are secure enough in their faith to say hey, “On the one had this has the power and the potential of being the greatest thing in the world, but sometimes I am a total failure at trying to make it work.  I stay at it, I plug away I try, but it’s difficult.”  Now, you see I know that.  I know it in my own life.  The Christians heart is usually brimming with pain.  The most joyous Christian that you know if they are in touch with the reality of this world, their heart brims with pain.  And they can always say more than they can experience.  I’m going to talk the next two nights out of my own pain.  Joy, confidence, certainty, but allot of pain.  The innocent days are gone.  We’ve come of age.  We’ve come of age as Christians.  We’ve come of age as a fellowship.  We’ve come of age as children of God.  When you come of age there are dreams of yesteryear that fly away.  And you begin to look at a truth that sometimes seems to be forever beyond your grasp.   I don’t mean its informational nature.  I mean in its practice, in the writing of it on your heart so that it is real, it’s difficult, it’s a biblical matter.  Particularly for people who are preaching, or trying to tell others.  You know, it is just not very easy to teach the word of the Lord.  And for some of the reasons I’ve already alluded to the promise is so bright we’re supposed to be on.  We’re supposed to be there.  We’re supposed to have that relationship.  And it’s supposed to be unquestioned.  There are not to be any fears.  There are not to be any questions, you just have to be there.  You talk about prayer and you teach it, but you always teach it more than you can practice.  I’s the nature, it’s the nature of the message.  It doesn’t point to Paul, with the one who is supposed to be the spokes person.  That’s just the way it is, but you can never quite get your own practice up there.  But sometimes we forget that especially when we’re telling others about how to do it.  It’s almost as if we’ve got a corner on it.  We’re the expects in all of this.  It works all the time for us and we don’t struggle with it.  

My own story is not that kind of story.  There has always been enormous struggle with this human being.  And during periods of my life I go on praying for one reason.  The one who has lived in this flesh that I trust with all of my life, the best person who ever lived.   Jesus taught us to pray.  Many times I’ve gone on praying simply because of the memory that Jesus knew more about God than any other, more about human beings than any other, did not fail to pray.  Sometimes my own prayers it seems to me didn’t even get to the ceiling to bounce off.  Sometimes my heart seems so desolate.  And life is so overwhelming and that the limits of human life, contradictions, the bewilderments, the senselessness are almost so much with us that they drown our words and our reach.  What do you do about that?  

The same thing is true about this book.  This is the best book in the world.  Probably nobody in this audience would doubt it.  Few in the city of Nashville would doubt that.  Even those who know absolutely nothing about it probably wouldn’t quarrel with the statement that this is probably the best book in the world, or that it is the best book in the world.  They’d go along with it.  But it’s not an easy book to love all the time is it?  It’s not a book to read all the time, easily.  Sometimes you can’t read it.  Sometimes it goes for days and weeks unread, maybe unopened, maybe unthought about   there are times when you just cannot quiet feed enough on it.    There are allotting of lives where those times are mighty rare.  And the greater reality is it’s a hard book to stay with and to be nurtured by.  So sometimes we go on reading because we think we should.  And we set up a schedule but again, I know that in allot of people who are here tonight it’s a real struggle for you to read the bible.   And it would be screaming the truth to say that you have a sort of exciting or warm, ongoing relationship with this book.  And in the church itself, its public setting sometimes it for allot of people it’s not easy it’s difficult, it’s difficult to keep going.  And sometimes it all can seem so artificial, so routine.  Sometimes you just get the feeling you’d be better off at home.  You ever get that feeling?  You can’t quite get into it, it isn’t that, it isn’t that you have any strong negative ______.  If you do, you may fight it but it’s just there.  And unless at some point you come and you go, you come and you go, you come and you go...  


