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I am really very, very grateful for your presence tonight and throughout this series.  It has been a tremendous encouragement to me and your warmth is greatly appreciated.  In this series, we haven't tried to serve as a collector of material that perhaps appeared in previous series nor have we tried to serve as an editor of that material.  But we have tried to seek in much in keeping with the word of the Lord as we can and in view things that seem to be very important.  If, out of this series, you find things that are helpful and meaningful to you give praise to the Lord who makes it all possible.  Weaknesses have been so many and so apparent you can charge to my account.  
I want to read tonight from Mark Chapter 6.  There is something about this verse or paragraph that I think is really astonishing.  "And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and anchored to the shore.  When they got out of the boat, immediately the people recognized him and ran about the whole neighborhood and began to bring sick people on their pallets to any place they heard he was.  Wherever he came in villages, cities or countries, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and besought him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment.  And has many touched it were made well."  

The second passage is from Luke Chapter 8.   "Soon afterward, he went on through cities and villages preaching and brining the good views of the kingdom of God."

Let us pray. 

Father we are astonished all over again even at this reading of where you came and where the people anticipated you presence.  And we pray that as we think about that it will minister to us at the deepest level of our beings.  Give us tonight again a sense of realness, a sense of reality and help us Lord to know that the most tremendous fact of all history is the coming of Jesus Christ to this world.  And forgive us for all the times that we played with that truth.  All the times through the familiarity with it, it somehow lost its sense of reality.  We pray tonight as we think about that and as we think about the needs of this world, that somehow we could get the two together in our own hearts, in our own lives and that would do the thing to us that needs to be done to make us effective servants.  We are grateful for these who have come.  We are grateful for the things that are stirring in all of our hearts and we pray that you will be near us tonight and you will give us wisdom and understanding as to which speak and to hear and we give you the honor and the glory and the praise for all good things forever and ever.  Through Jesus, Amen.  
I feel a sense of quietness and a sense of tenderness and a slight confusion of purpose.  Because on one hand I would like to really turn everything lose and deliver as an impassioned a plea as I could for the ministry of Jesus Christ.  On the other hand, I can hardly escape the fact that Jesus did not do that very much.  He had seen crowds of people.  He had seen them running over each other to get to him so when he came down to really calling it was in pretty quite circumstances usually.  And the people he called must have been tremendously surprised.  I think between the two we would like to leave you tonight.  If there is anything that works in your heart that talks of ministry in a dimension that reaches a little bit beyond maybe your ordinary ministry as a Christian.  If there is something that seems to beckon you on and if there is that pressure of God in you life and if there is that stirring within you then I would like to hope and pray and to urge you that you take that very precious stirring and that you would cultivate it and really open you hear to the heart of God and be as free with it as you can and spend lots of time in prayer and reading of the Word and see, perhaps, what comes of it.  I think that is the thing I would like most of all for us to remember.  

As we come tonight thinking about marketplace and thinking about the ministry and pulling all of this together and try to see emerging some kind of pattern, I want us to talk tonight about the Master.  I want us to talk about the greatest minister of all.  I want to think about the leading evangelist of the word.  Today we talk about how the ministry is in crisis and the pulpit is in crisis and we talk about all of the weaknesses and all the shortcomings of the ministry.  There are an awful lot of sensitive people who feel there is nothing in the ministry that could ever be for them and they have a rather low view of the ministry.  You can walk around even in Abilene and you visit the restaurants and you will see this person come in and you can tell he is a preacher by the tone of his voice or his black suit, black socks, black shoes and there is a kind of drabness, a kind of piety that plays around him that might make you pretty sick.   On the other hand, you might look and see this professional person who may go to the other extreme.  Instead of black, he is gaudy.  He is really asserting his freedom and he is the town dandy.  It is pretty hard for you to get close to the town dandy and to see a kind of realness there that you might really like to identify with. 
You might look again at the ministry and you may see people who turn you off because they have assumed some kind of cloak of unreality and they are too clean.  Their hands are too clean and they are too soft.  They smell too good and they are too nice.  You know sometimes I think one of the real criticism of our Bible colleges is there will be a number of students on the campus who are really real and the realness is just hanging out all of the time and then they run into these people who are shooting for the ministry and they can hardly stand them because there is a sickliness that kind of plays around them that really disturbs others.   And they want to stay as far away from them as they possibly can.  The person who is that type of person would probably resist saying that tremendously.  Yet, here are many of these views and characters of the ministry all of which seem to defy us none of which us is able to really come in and minister to us and grab use and set our hearts afire and really kind of motivate us to become ministers of the most high God.  
And you wonder, what do you do?  You just take your chances on the pew and maybe find some other form of ministry that is not so orthodox.  Bu remember, when you think about the ministry and you think about preaching and when you think about entering this ministry that almighty God commissioned by his son and all the apostles and poor men that continues into the 20 century, we don't make our decisions upon the actions of other people.  We don't make our decisions on those who have gone astray.  I am going to make my decision on the basis of one man and only one and that is Jesus Christ.  He is the one that should determine whether I preach or I don't preach.  Of course, our cultural dilemmas have produced an awful lot of people who are Elmer Gantry.  They are still running all over the country and they are still turning people off but they are not the ones to call us.  

Two thousand years ago approximately there was a man who was dressed in street clothes.  You could not have distinguished him by the collar he had on or by the robes he had on.  He was just going around very quietly and speaking very quietly.  To this person he would say, "Follow me" and to another "Follow me" and then he would take them under his wing and kept them very closely with him for about three years before he every turned them use.  Some of them were pretty rough and unlettered men.  Many of them had emotions that were racing pretty wildly in their hearts.  Many of them did not have it all together.  Some of them were revolutionary inclined and some were of very quite in sprit.  But there was something about the Master who kept bringing them back again and again.  He kept challenging them at the deep center of their lives and 11 of them made it and one of them went astray.  
That is our calling.  We are called by God and his son and he is our example and he is our leader and is our hero and all of those who have gone astray whether they stand with Judas or whether they stand with some of those in more recent history who have really done astray under guides of so-called Ministers of God, they are not the ones who call us.  We are called by God.  

Now, when Jesus calls us, he calls us to a high road.  There is no other way to describe the ministry.  It is a high road.  There is more exciting life on Earth than the life of a minister.  You can have more excitement and more adventure in own soul than surely anyone else on the Earth has.  God, coming in again and again, wrestling with God, wrestling with people, wrestling with reality.  I don't suppose there is any kind of adventure that is higher than the adventure of a man of God.  God's man.  That is the highest of all.  It is a wonderful life.  Even in the midst of pain and all the sorrow, it is still a wonderful life.  

Our world is calling for a special kind of minister.  The special kind of minister our world is calling for today is one that meets all of the qualifications, all of the characteristics and all of what we know about the greatest of all, Jesus Christ.  

Did you notice that in the passage we read from Mark that here were all of these people who recognize him and they were bringing their sick?  Did you notice where they put them?  Did they put them in the synagogues?  Did they put them in the church houses?  Did they put them in the known religious places?  No.  They brought their sick and put them in the marketplace because they knew Jesus would come.  That is remarkable, isn't it?  They knew he would come.  At the center of the street, what was that marketplace like?  Well, go down into the heart of a big city maybe next to a park and you get close to it.  I don’t suppose there is anything in the Western world that quite fits it.  Go into the East and you will find a whole lot of it.  The marketplace.  When you get into the marketplace there is a lot of noise.  The poor are there.  The lame are there.  The blind are there with their tin cup.  In the midst of all that noise and all the rubble and in the midst of all the people and the laughing and the swearing and the people who are making announcements in the midst of the stirring animals, in the midst of the stench.  God came and as he went through, he would touch this one and speak to that one and he seemed to have a peculiar drawing power to those who were on the fringe areas, the nobodies of society.  The poor loved him and those who were repulsive because of disease or those whose minds were disordered there was a special drawing power to Jesus Christ.  Jesus in the marketplace. 

Now, the point is this.  When you think about the ministry, think about the marketplace.  If there is an aspect of clericalism that turns you off.  If there is something about going to a church and having an office and going through the general routine that a local minister goes through, set your vision higher and look into the marketplace.  Look into our world of over 3 billion people and work out this deep sinner that we have been talking about this week.  Work out your own mission before the Lord.  

I don't know where he might lead you.  I know number one, he will lead to the place of pain.  I know he will lead to the place of crucifixion and that is why I feel the quietness tonight and that is why I feel the tenderness in my own heart.  If you really get serious about becoming this man you are going to need a lot of grace and a lot of patience because you don't just become that instantly.  It is really a struggle.  I would hope this week there would be no flighty soul that gets excited and says that is what I want to do.  I hope you will really think about it and take the time necessary.  I don't really know what to say to you.  I don't know really ought to be said.  I know he will lead to 1.) The place of pain and then he will lead you to 2.) The world.  Do you know why we have been stressing the deep center?  Because the person who does not really have hold or who really isn't held there won't last.  You won't last.  

Again, let me appeal to the Biblical man.  Think of the life of Jeremiah.  Are you willing to suffer like that?   In the lion pit in stocks.  You say but come on this is the 20th century.  The pain is the same.  Are we willing to suffer the abuse and the ridicule of a Ezekiel?  Are we willing to be called like a Paul?  Are we really willing?  If is one thing to read it in the scripture but it is something to see the imprint of the stone on the flesh.  I have a feeling what we are talking about now is the kind of thing where we go among our people and the biggest issue is what we are and what God has done in our lives and can the people trust us and are we real at our own center?  If they do get on the inside and know us down into that deep center, are they really going to see a change they like?  Are they really going to see a person who is really real, really genuine?  Is that really what they are going to find?  If we should follow Christ on out there into the marketplace, can be endure the test of the marketplace?  They will try our faith.  They will spit on us.  They will really test us.  

When you think about the Son of God, the Lamb of God he was just thrown into a pack of wolves.  And he said, "I send you forth as lambs into the midst of wolves."  That is what we are talking about.  You see, we still are not just talking about something we usually just associate.  How can we get through to reality?  How can we get through to the real sin of our day?  How can we get through to the real conspiracy of our day?  How can we get through to the people who are really hurting in our day?  To the people who are really sick, really blind, really deaf and really dumb and whose minds are really disordered?  Are we willing to go to them?  Are we willing to pay the price?  

That is what ministry is all about.  That is what the call of God is all about.  It isn't about nice buildings.  We have all been there.  We have all done a stint there.  But the time has come now when we must get out.  We must go out into the streets.  That is why tonight we can hold before you a marvelous ministry with many, many unknowns and many paths the end we cannot see.  It is up to you and how you deal with the world.  It is up to you how you deal with the wilderness.  It is up to you and how you deal with mission.  Will you let God give you mission?  Will you be able to be free of all the stereotypes and let him lead and you go where he leads?  You say, that isn’t real but it is real.  It is the heart of reality.  Somehow, it is what we are and it is what is in us.  It is what we are willing to have done with us.  Being remade, remolded, recreated into a servant that maybe he had a special mission for.  We don't know.  It depends on you.  
I know this is the kind of thing Jesus had in mind and this is what the ministry is all about.  It is isn't about a ministry of feeding off into these various categories and these various stereotypes and you kind of assume whatever image you are supposed to assume and that is it.  The call of ministry allows a marvelous sense of freedom.  Pick your own personality.  Pick your own individual qualities.  Pick your own talent.  Pick your own preparation.  Turn them over to God and let him lead.  Wherever he leads in whatever form of ministry he leads, that is great.  

Don’t neglect the public proclamation of the world.  They look at many of us and we may turn you off terribly but you might just be raised up by God and turn a whole lot of people on.  I hope we don't enter an era now where public proclamation is played down.  Now, public proclamation and here is the sin of it, has been confined to the building.  A preacher can hardly wait to find himself a church where he can talk to his own people but Christ, you see, was out yonder on the mountains, in the marketplace, by the see of Galilee.  That is where he lived.  That is where he walked.  That is where he taught. 

 I hurt just to do that in my own life.  One of the reasons for the change in my own ministry is because I feel somehow this is a call of the marketplace.  I don't know the doors that might be opened up.  I don't know what the next 12 months will bring but I know who is controlling.  I know who is leading.  I know who the hero is and that is the important thing.  

We don’t tonight in this final message to hand you six different roads and say, take your choice.   Let us leave you free.  Leave high those areas of ministry that are being used now but let God work in your own heart and, perhaps, there are new forms of ministry that he has planned for you. 

I would like to make these comments about ministry in the marketplace in particular.  Today's marketplace is really the whole world and I think the really beautiful touch stone is John 3:16.  "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son" and this Son came into the world and he touched the unlovely and the unloved with this good news. 

Now, here are the questions.  

1. Do you believe that?  Do you believe that he came?  Do you believe that he can change men?  Do you believe that he is changing men?  Has he changed you? That has to be criteria number one.  Without that, the message will have no fire.  The message will have no power.  The message will have no passion.  

2. Are you willing to give up all of those things in your own life, whether they are stereotype patterns of ministry or whether they are personal preferences, are you will to let them go by the wayside and really let God lead?  

3. Are you grabbling enough with the Son of God himself that we can have pouring out from us the kind of love which the ultimate proof of God's existence.  The kind of love that will permit all the men of all the world to come to us and be comfortable.  Did you ever know anyone turned away from Jesus?  Jesus would stop and interrupt his schedule and had time with a blind man.  Do we have that kind of love?  Do I have it?  Do I have the kind of love that I can really suffer like that and to that degree?  
Somewhere there, there is ministry.  What is it?  It is hearing that call follow me and then opening up our hearts and letting him take us to whatever height he may want to take us or to whatever unknown place that he may want to take us.  It is somewhere there.  What do say in 1971?  I really don't know what to say.  I don't really know what to tell you beyond this point.  We can go back and talk about the spiritual life.  There are great treasures and riches there.  But when we come to the ministry and to its many colored facets then I am not so sure how one can kind of get into the heart and life of another and say much more.  

What I want us to do right now is just take a little time because this is dead serious.  If the stuff we speak is reality and it is, then it is dead serious and maybe tonight you would like to have a few moments just of silence in which you can kind of think in your own heart in a group like this, what kind of stimulus would you need?  What kind of low key stimulus?  Is there anything that is still there?  Anything stirring?  Could we say to you tonight that it is not just like coming in here and getting our minds kind of blown and you go off kind of walking on air?  That would not stay with you very long.  I want us to be quite again tonight.  We have to be quite because the things of which we speak, there is an awfully a lot at stake. 

I have enjoyed the week.  I have enjoyed what you have said.  I have been helped.  How much higher can you take it my brother?  How much higher?  Is there a kind of tenacity of will that is deep within you that will keep going?  Did you know we barely opened the can this week?  With this added emphasis of seven consecutive messages will you go on?  Will you let God maybe pick you up into an ever increasing dimension of degree?  It is terribly important.  I think maybe one of our real problems is somehow we get shut off at the head level and we make a lot of instantaneous emotional things.  I want to plead with you for the ministry that I would somehow like to be more subdued and knock off the noise and the fast talking and really give us all a chance to get down to the heart of reality.      
