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Workshop on Life-“Love Your Neighbor”
Remember when the disciples had returned from their evangelistic journey?  All excited, said that even the demons subject to your name.  What did Jesus tell them?  He said, “I’ve given you lot’s of power over allot of things, but don’t rejoice about the demon subject, but rejoice in that your name are written in the book of life, that your names are written in heaven.  Now thou art forever put results in the right place.    You go out, I used to go out and preach and I’d do meetings and things, and if we didn’t baptize allot of folks I’d get depressed and I had a friend once that told me that was very sinful.  And I listened and thought that thru a little bit and so that right now I’m trying to learn to just rejoice that my name’s in heaven.   Because of all these messages that are being put out and everything, how are you going to?  

Well I’m not going to worry about a lot of that, because I found out number one that I am not the only worker that God has.  He’s got another one.  That means that I really don’t have to do it all by myself.   Did you ever feel that you have to do it all by yourself?  Person says you sit down on a plane and you have this little thing and you don’t go all the way with it?  Isn’t that awful to leave them?  No.  God’s got somebody else.  Do you trust him? I withdraw the question.  Of course you can trust him, but remember you’ll never want a lost person as much as God does.  Isn’t that right?  We’ve got to believe it.  Believe that!  And so you do what you can.  Don’t hurt the person.  Don’t give him indigestion just because you’ve only got five minutes, you know and put him out of commission for the next ten years.  They won’t be interested in getting anymore of that in the next ten years because it’ll take those ten years to just get over it.  But, just do what you can.  God has somebody else down the road.   

You say now, “Will that really work?  I’m telling you that it really works.  I’m meeting people all the time, some of whom that have had no contact with it at all and they’ll tell the story, they hear this message that came over this radio station and they met this person, and then that person got involved and here’s what happened.  Shake their hands; give them a little hug, their brother and sister.  See you just have to trust that seed.  If you put that seed down and if it can live, it’ll live.  Boy, God’s going to nurture that, water it, and don’t put it down and then you got ten minutes to figure out what you want to do.  You want to sat the seed down, and as soon as you get it out there you start saying, “now grow, come on NOW, you know, come on seed I’ve just got five more minutes.  You know, I want you to grow now; I want to pick this ear of corn you know before I leave here.  I’ve got fifteen minutes to do the whole thing, come on get up from there, and grow.  And so you dig the seed up to see if it’s growing.  See if it’s sprouting and you know you’re all disappointed and you put it back down and you dig it up, and you keep digging it up and the thing never will grow.  Because you keep it all messed up.  It usually takes surely as long to grow its cycle as it does to grow an ear of corn.  Surely we can put in that much time.  

We’re about that like we are God, we say “Tell me how I can know God, and tell me right now before my meter expires.”  “Tell me right now. “  A man and a woman will take a lifetime getting to know each other.  But we think we have to know God now.  Strange what we do and we feel that same way, we transfer that then to our work with other people.  Do it now!  See, I have to go.  No, the best thing to do is with that seed, if you’re planting it is just to give it a good little bed to lie in, that’s what you want to do, just get that ground worked up.  Love works wonders there, get it moist, tend it good until you go away and say, “Now Father, take care of that little seed.”  And you may meet that person before your thrown one day.  You take care of that little seed.  You think God likes that?  Now, are you trying to get out of doing something?  No!  You’re doing what you can do.  Now that’s, and then you’re rejoiced that your name is written in heaven.  To look to the other and then to grow pretty discouraged very quickly.  

I was talking to a preacher just the other day.  He’s known as an evangelist and a good one and he was just about to go out of his mind, I think if something doesn’t bring the man relief he’s just going to flip out.   He is so uptight that the church just baptized a hundred and some, he wanted three hundred, and just went on and on and on and the strain and the tension that was written in his face you know.  I told him, I said “you know if I looked at you and looked into you I wouldn’t want what you have at all.  I’d be afraid it would get me in the mess it got you in.”  We’re looking for life, we’re looking for relief, and we’re looking for abundance we’re not looking for that.  Person working for IBM gets a good case of what you got.  Jesus is supposed to set you free from that.  And here you are doing it over the same other.  Well the idea is that too really, to grow in Christ and to be in Christ is to come into our own full personhood, our own human hood, and that’s kind of the beginning thing.  

Now we’ve talked about getting from need to commitment, and we’ve talked about the cold cup of water having its own reward and a little about where that fits into the whole thing.  Now I want us to look just briefly at what did Jesus say with the great commandment of God?  You think about that very much? You would be surprised to find almost no Christian people who think much about that.  Here Jesus said, this is the most important commandment and very few in the church ever think much about it and if you say “would you tell me about that?  Tell me what that means to you. That would be true in a minute.  They’d tell you all they know about the great commandment in a minute.   And really the thing has enormous possibilities if you want to survey the possibilities but I don’t know of any fancy that brings fine tuning to a human life better than that one.  People have lives that are all out of balance because they don’t know that loving God with all their heart soul and mind is to love the thing you’re working on then.  To love God with all your heart, soul and mind is to love your own life.  And in this new way and when you love god with all your heart, soul, and mind is to love your husband, to love your parents, to love your children.  It’s to enjoy leisure time, to play.  To love God with all the heart, soul, and mind is to know how to laugh.  Tell me what a person laughs at, what they cry about causes them to cry out at, and I’ll tell you about the person’s character.  There’s no greater index in the human character than laughter and to be content, and so if you’re crying for the right thing, what are you doing, you’re loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.  And it’s never one thing getting out; it’s all portioned with the other things.  Whatever you hands find to do I loving God with all your heart, soul, and mind and spirit.  And it can just bring such a harmony into lives that are so full of discord.  Maybe it’s too much time spent at work and neglects the family, spend too much time over at the church you know and neglect the work and it just goes in a vicious cycle.  Well, just start loving God in all of these things and pretty soon it’ll all even up, we’re all here and put harmony and put balance back.

Well, I want to go on to the second great commandment.  You know, they didn’t ask what the second great commandment was.  Jesus told them anyway. And why did he tell them what the second great commandment was?  Manifestation of the first one.  Remember earlier when he went thru all of this and in Mathew Ten he kind of comes down and says here’s something to act on.  He’s always bringing it down out of the clouds and making it very tangible and very real.  And so he’s come along and he says almost hysterically “Thou shall love thy Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, and mind, and strength.”  Now it’s almost as if he says now here’s the way you do that.  Love your neighbor like you love yourself, now that’s how to do the first one.  The manifestation of the first one, this is the way you carry it out, this is the way you do that.  Now, loving your neighbor like you love yourself.  That’s a pretty dangerous condition because I know allot of people that love me like they love themselves.   I think that we’ve been doing that too much, I think we’ve loved our neighbors like we love ourselves and that’s why our neighbors are in such trouble.  They can’t live on it.  No love.  Because sometimes we don’t love ourselves.  

I was in Long Beach talking about the biblical ways to love yourself.  This one woman came up and says, “you know I’m seventy six years old, been in the church forty or fifty years, tonight’s the first time I ever heard a gospel preacher tell me that it was right to love yourself.  I have hated myself all of these years because I thought I was supposed to.”  But she said, “You know what I’m going to do in the morning? I’m going to get up, I’m going to go look in that mirror and I’m going to say, hey gal, you’re something else.”  Well her day is going to be better.  You know, everyday she lives like that is going to be better.  Can you imagine getting up in the morning, one of the first things you do is look in the mirror and not like what you see?  That’ll put you in the hole before you can even get started.  Spend the rest of the day trying to dig your way out of that hole.  Start your day depressed, well you say if you have to look at what I have to look at.  Well, I do.  I do.  You know I looked up one day and looked in the mirror and the distance between my nose and hair line is getting greater and greater all the time, and I say, “Oh, I hate that, I hate it, I hate it, I hate it.”  Doug over here with enough hair for five men.  And then look at me.  Boy, you know what?  What have I done to deserve this?  And, everybody better look out cause if I go out to meet people in that way, it’s going to be bad news for those people.  Because I don’t have much to share do I?  What I have to do is look in there and say, “Hey, Boy I love what’s happening on top.  Have you ever noticed how creative a man that’s losing his hair gets?  Nothing in the world as creative.  He can get more mileage out of two hairs than you can imagine.  Person looks in the mirror and they have a nose that they have to look around to see them, you know, and Boy it’s tough, there’s only one thing in the world that you can do with a nose like that, you can’t cover it up, you can’t keep your hand over it, you can’t put a Vail over it, the only thing in the world that you can do is love it.  Cause if it’s too big it needs love.  It’s been hated long enough.

Now if you don’t, If God hasn’t even taught us to love our bodies.  You say, I don’t know if that’s a good spiritual word to use, body.  Why isn’t it?  Don’t you like your body?  I like mine.  Well you say, that’s good.  See, I do, I like it.  The fact of the matter is I love it.  Top to bottom, comfortable with it, I’m at home with it, comfortable with my sexuality.  Took me awhile to get comfortable with it but I finally said, “Welcome.”  It’s been great ever since.  Boy, it’s kind of downhill isn’t it?  No.  Nope, if you’re all hung up sexually, you just need to let Jesus set you free.  Isn’t that right. Yeah, you have to like it.  You know I love, I’m forty-one.  Don’t look at me with so much envy.  Don’t you wish when you’re forty-one you look like this?  Trim, thin, Boy.

I was flying from Los Angeles to New York City; I was going to have a party, first birthday party I ever had.  Somebody said I better read Gail Sheehy’s book called Passages to get me thru.  So I grabbed that and got on the plane and was flying to New York City and boy I was feeling good.  Feeling good about myself, feeling good about forty.  Sat over there and read what she wrote about passages thru the years to forty.  And I laughed harder cause I’m off schedule, or either she’s off schedule because I went thru that ten or fifteen years before.  Stewards came by and she said, “why are you so happy?’  I said, “Today’s my birthday and I’m forty.”  She said,” I think you need a drink.”  No.  No I don’t need a drink.  Listen, if Christ hasn’t set you free to be forty, forty-one; in July I’m going to be forty-two.  I’ve ask the Lord to live till I’m fifty.  Every year after fifty, gravy.  You know, I’d love to live till I’m fifty, I may not, that’s alright, cause there’s a way to live that when you  lay it all down, got it all done.  The real disciple, no matter when their taken, there thru, finished.  Eighteen, died too young, oh no, not if their disciple, just right.  They just live long enough, if they’d died a day early they wouldn’t have got it done.  Just right. Died at thirty.  Person say’s what if you die, what if you go down in a plane tomorrow trying to get back over to Houston, or Wisconsin?  Be allot of unfinished work?  No.  Not here.  All be done, trying to live like that every day.  Jesus had that sense of timing in his life.  Didn’t he?  

Now we need that.  That’s the part of the gospel, we jump over all that where people left their fears, their hopes, their insecurity, all their struggles and all their suffering and we make a big running jump over every bit of that, and land over there somewhere over there with the word called  reconciliation and wonder why they’re not excited.  Now what we’re looking at is, begin where they are and then just come along and meet those needs and they’ll move allot more rapidly and you’re going to feel a whole lot better really about it.  Now love yourself and then when you get that figured out then you can love your neighbor.  That’s true isn’t it?  Yep.  If I’m in need, you send me somebody that loves them self.  Don’t you send me somebody that hates themselves?  Cause if they even try to help me they will do it more to help some need in them than in me.  Why don’t people express themselves?  Well sometimes it is difficult.  And if you have trouble with that learn to laugh a little bit, laugh at yourself, others are going to you know, you might as well be into it.  Bring a touch of humor; you know I laugh more and more all the time.  I heard Malcolm Mulgrey say that there was something about sexuality that always struck him as funny.  And he said “the older I get the funnier it gets.”   He’s about eighty now.  There’s something about that that is really I think that is really healing in redemption.  We take ourselves too seriously.  A fellow was going to leave Brazil, he had lived and worked down there for about two years and everybody was coming along and saying, “Oh, what are we going to do.  Everything is just going to go completely down if you leave us.”  And this fine man said, “Well when I leave, you know what it’s going to be like?  It’ll be like a man pulling his finger out of the Atlantic Ocean, That’s about how much difference it’s going to make.”  Now that’s a pretty good perspective that we need to remember that probably the world isn’t on our shoulders.  In response to the little boy that said “What’s the world (INAUDIBLE)
Now, well, I don’t know what happened to the turtles.  Loving ourselves, that’s where we are, loving ourselves.  

Now, what are the two basic ingredients of communication?  Listening, that’s one, even more basic than that.  Understanding, okay.  I’m even thinking more basic than that and probably haven’t given you very good clues.  But I’m thinking about most important thing in the world is You, and one more person.  That’s building block A and building block B.  Now that’s really what we’re trying to get together and relate.  And the corner stone of that for the Christian  is in somehow loving God, we have been enabled to love ourselves and when we do and not in a narcissistic way but in a way that Jesus is describing, then that in itself is going to make us very unique and very different.  Because it’s very few people that love themselves.  There is a society for uglies  only in Ft Worth  Texas.  Really, that’s the name of it, society for uglies only.  And I tell people if your ugly you know I got good news for you, you’ll improve with age.  But if your beautiful I got bad news.  You can never hang on to that, it’s going to wrinkle up and get messy.  Loving our self.  Now what is the relationship between loving oneself now and loving our neighbor?  I’ll tell you what I think it is.  An awfully lot of it.  That if I know that I have learned to love myself, then I know what my neighbor needs.  I know what my neighbor needs.  I know what I need.  And God  wants me to love him like I love me, and so that means that I’m to do for him what I need done for me.  Person says, “I don’t know how to approach a Jehovah Witness.  I don’t know anything about Jehovah Witness, I don’t know much about them, I can’t talk to a Mormon, don’t know anything about them.”  Well, there you know, if your meeting somebody and you don’t know if there Mormon, ask them.  Let them tell you.  You can get an education right there.  And if they can’t tell you, it’s not important.  And often times that’s the way it is.  If there a Witness and you don’t know, ask them, they’ll tell you.  Sometimes we just feel we have to have all the answers to the program end.  That’s not true.  Ask them, what did Jesus say to the woman at the well, “can you help me get a drink?”  That’s an offering (INAUDIBLE) serving people to let them help out.  Ask for help.  There isn’t many of these people that have all the answers.  Want to turn you head about a forty-five degree angle there going to stick that funnel in your ear pour you full of all those wonderful good things that made you like you are and I take a look at you and say, “I don’t know if I want to be like you.”  Let them come the other way.  Say listen, I need help.  (INAUDIBLE)  Now my neighbor see, if I know me, then I know what my neighbor needs.  Person says, “I don’t know how to help a homosexual.” Well of course you do.  Don’t you?  I don’t know how to help a prostitute.  If you know how to love yourself you do.  See that’s the index, that’s the corner stone.  Do unto them, is what you need.  And you’ll hit every time.  Just clock work.  It’s just a way into people.  

Now, but you must love yourself.  You see, if you’re working on that then you know, it just opens up a whole vast of things that other people need, that you can immediately, person says, I don’t know how to talk to an atheists.  I don’t know how to talk to an infidel, or agnostic.  Oh yes you do, you know a whole lot more than you think you do.  We all do, and you don’t have to be intimated by a person who’s an atheist or agnostic, because you know what?  This ole boy right here needs love.  And you know what I’ve learned about atheist?  They need love too.  Don’t worry about all the philosophers.  Give them what they need first.  You may have to get help if you get on the philosophical matters.  But don’t postpone doing for them what they really need.  Sometimes they’ll be more responsive to love because maybe one of the reasons their atheist is because no one has ever loved them.   And you will feel the atheism melt away as you begin giving them what you know that you need.  Which is love?  Don’t you like for somebody to make you feel like you’re worth something?  Doesn’t that help?  Well, if you need that and like that, don’t you guess that your neighbor does?  I think so.  And so you just go do that.  Again, we’re overlooking the most basic things of all that happen to be the things that prepare the soil beautifully, so that the seed, the truth can begin to find a place of good ground.  And so we just need to be doing that all the time. You say, “Boy, this person made me feel like a million dollars.”  Well, why don’t you now if that meant that much to you, you go around and make people feel like a million dollars.  You’re valuable, you’re worth something, and I think if we use ourselves, what’s the index here?  And then you begin doing that for other people that again it opens up a whole field of opportunity that before was closed.  What do you need?  That is what other people need.  

Now, what is the definition of a neighbor?  According to Luke Ten, who is a real neighbor?  Who is a real neighbor?  Priest pass by, the Levi who?  One who needs you?  Okay, that’s a neighbor.  This man was down and Jesus said.  Why don’t you think the question never came up of who is my neighbor?  Have you ever heard someone say, “Now how often should I forgive so and so.”  Now what are they really saying?  When can I quit forgiving?  When can I quit forgiving?  Person says now, “Who is my neighbor?”  I think that’s another way of saying “which people is it that I don’t have to love like I love myself?”  And so then did Jesus just pick one?  Do you know what I think is fascinating about that story?  (MISSING AUDIO.  AUDIO JUMPS TO ANOTHER AREA OF THE TAPE)  

The man got down and helped him, it’s nice that he picked him up and (INAUDIBLE)
He took him to the inn and paid for his care, you know what’s really great?  Is what he said when he left?  “I’m going to come back in a few days and meanwhile I want you to do everything to this person that this person needs, and when I come back I’ll pay for it.”  He didn’t even put a limit on it.  I think into every life God sends at least one neighbor for who assumes unlimited liability.  Have you ever assumed unlimited liability? I mean really just took them on, unlimited liability. 

Several years ago in Arkansas God sent me a little neighbor.  Seven and a half.  Had been in three penal institutions.  So every day the food for his seven little brother and sister’s every day was the filthiest human being I’ve ever seen.  When I first met him he had pushed a blank pistol into the stomach of a little boy and pulled the trigger.  The thing went off like a real gun; the little boy thought he’d been shot.  People around thought he had shot him.  And a teacher came out and said, “Landon, would you like to talk to this little boy?”  I said, “Yes.”  I walked to the door, and the principle and about three or four of the science teachers literally was plastered back against the wall.  His face didn’t look like the face of a human.  There was too much hate, too much fear; the air was blue with profanity that he was manufacturing as he went.  I took him to the car, had to leave the window down the odor was so horrid.  And I said, “James, I don’t know what to think of you, but I think if I were in your place and the trouble that you in that I might need a friend.  I don’t know if you understand or not but that’s what I’d like to be.  I’d like to be your friend.  And if you’d like to be my friend I’d like for you to come by and see me Monday.”  Monday morning early I heard a knock at the door.  Went to the door and there stood, James.  To make a long story short, He got in trouble with the law a few months later, got picked up and they were going to send him back off to the institution.  The judge agreed to release him into our custody if I could find a home.  I found a home about twelve miles from where I lived and the woman, every time she looked at him, she would cry and really just was not strong enough to give him what he really needed.  She was just too easy, just couldn’t love with the kind of firmness that he really needed, yet with tenderness.  He kept running off and one time wanted to know why he couldn’t live at my house.  It was so neat, had this little guy there, was going to help him, a few weeks passed he was in the way and wouldn’t do right.  He wouldn’t respond right, he wasn’t grateful, he made my life miserable and I think I may have come close to just loathing his very looks.  I remember one night I just felt like I couldn’t go on, he was getting in my way of reaching people, and I was reading in Luke: Six, and in Mathew: Twenty-five, and as much as you did it to the one of least connivance you did it to me.  And from Luke: Six, He was kind to the ungrateful and the selfish.  Those words went like a sword thru me.  Because the thing that I hadn’t seen was that Jesus had come into me and changed.  I’d missed that.  I didn’t know it was him.  Loving God meant loving this little neighbor.  And that night because of the goodness and graciousness of God I had received unlimited liability for that boy, and if there is one thing that has changed my world it’s that.  

You don’t have to travel worldwide to know humanity.  When you know one well and assume unlimited liability for one you know everybody.  There’s a universe in every little head, and so often we don’t take enough time to get to know that, but when you do the knowledge that comes there is just important.  Now I’ll give you the end.  It’s not a happily ever after story, we had lots of stormy times and lots of stormy periods.  Everyone that ever examined him said he’ll never live outside of an institution, the damage was too great.  It was the toughest thing in the world for me to accept, I just couldn’t.  And I believe it didn’t have to be that way.  And today James is married and has a little girl and is living in Illinois, he is providing for his family, loving his child, loving his wife, not perfectly, but a whole better than I would if I had walked in his shoes.  His faith is not all that I’d like it to be, but again it’s a lot bigger than mine would be probably if I had been in his shoes.  Unlimited liability.  

Now something to end it with.  I believe into every life that God sends a neighbor.  And when the neighbor comes if we recognize who the neighbor is and if we learn to love that neighbor, I just think that God is going to expand our circumference with people that we can relate to, just expanding.  So loving your neighbor like you love yourself you see, in my neighbor I am mirrored.  In little James I saw a person that everybody else said was this way and this way and this way, but in him, in his faith the truth was too stark.  I was selfish, I was not compassionate, I was not forgiving, I wanted him to be like I wanted him to be, and I would have killed him, not with a gun, but I would have killed him in the relationship if that had continued.  He would have never survived that.  I wouldn’t survive it would you?  And this brings me to this important principle in reaching people.  You assume the bottom line of responsibility for protecting the freedom of the other person, always.  Don’t, don’t, what happens when you corner a cat?  Are you going to communicate with that cat very much?  That cats going to be ready to fight.  You get a dog in the corner and the dogs hair is going to stand up and the same thing.  A person is the same way.  You get a person in a corner out here in this hall where they don’t have any room, you’re laying the message on them, you think there’re listening?  No.  They got to protect themselves.  Got to protect themselves.  Now sometimes, I don’t know why it is but we try to establish relationships like porcupines.   With quills, just for the closeness.  And the reason we have all these quills out there is to protect ourselves.  But pretty soon what was meant to protect has become a (INAUDIBLE) 

When we’re reaching people no quills, (INAUDIBLE) and with openness the thing that you want is protected by another individual is your own freedom.  Don’t stand in my light, we sometimes say.  You’re occupying my space.  We have ever so many ways of putting it. But if we would just say to people sometimes forthright, but sometimes very candidly if we just said to them now look, I promise you, I guarantee that I will preserve your freedom to walk away, you do not have to believe, you do not have to become a disciple of the Lord Jesus, it will make no difference you are free, my love has no price tag on it.  The reason it has no price tag is the one who gave his life for me, it took me years before I found it, and for most of the other people for whom he died has never yet responded, he put no price tag on it.  Free, and I’m going to give you myself free, no conditions.  I protect your freedom as long as I’m around nobody is going to badger, nobody is going to pressure, and I give you the right to walk away from me and say no thanks.  And you talk about a difference that makes in communication.  You know that just removes so  many barriers, relaxes things.  People aren’t so afraid anymore.  We don’t like to be possessed do we?  You get nervous, you get too close.  Have you ever had anybody get too close?  Just makes your skin begin to crawl.  Well, tell them I’m reaching out with love.  We have to be careful and give them their freedom.  What did the father do in the story of the protacal son?  Son said, “I want to go Dad/”  What did the father say?  “Okay.  You may go.”  Boy that’s tough isn’t it? 

Now, can anybody love the neighbor as much as themselves?  I believe so.  I remember a woman in the East who was always saying, there is not anything that I can do for I would love to be a Christian, I’d love to do this and I’d love to do that.  I said to her one morning, I said “Do you drink coffee?  Yeah!  You got any neighbors living around you?  Yeah!  Well, why don’t you make a pot of coffee and invite one of your friends over to have coffee with you, and when she comes you just have coffee and visit, just love her.  Just show her love and then about the time she gets ready to leave you say, maybe the second or third visit, you say something like, “Can I share something with you?  Could I tell you something that has made all the difference in the world in the way that I’m able to love my husband?  And she’s gonna say now listen, “If you’ve got anything that can help in that category please tell me” And then you reach over and you get your bible and you open it to that place, that verse that has made the difference.  You say you don’t have the verse?  That’s why we’re not so effective.  We don’t have a (INAUDIBLE)
The question is not, how much will Mrs. Jones swallow.  The question is, is there anything to eat.  Is there anything to eat.  And so when she comes over you can say now, sit down, I want to read this to you, this won’t offend you if I read it out of the bible will it?  No.  Okay.  Then you read it, and you close it.  And you say thank you for letting me share that.  Will you come over and drink coffee with me next Tuesday morning?  Same time, same place.  She’ll probably come.   There’s food at your house.  When she comes the next time, don’t have a bible study, you just love her.  Let her have kind of do allot of the guiding, and then at some point you say, “Will it make you mad you know, she’s going to say, no.  It won’t make me mad.  Well listen, I just want to share one thing, it’s really helped me with my children.  And she’ll want that. And so you turn over and you read her that little verse.  Give her just a little bit close it and say, “I hope I didn’t take advantage of you” Protect her freedom.  You know. Leave her free.   Now you say aren’t you just kind of working her?  No. Isn’t this the way you’d like someone to do you? To treat you.  Of course.  That’s alright, communication that way is okay.  You see, you left her free, well the end of that is that after awhile they were just seeing some things about the bible that she’d never seen and wanted her to tell her more about it and then she had more neighbors over and they got up to about eight, and then another person fell in about a year or so later and he went over and studied the bible with them, and long about noon about six of them wanted to be baptized.  

Now what was she doing?  Loving her neighbor.  That’s how it all started.  Loving her neighbor like she loves herself.  Now in homes you see, you can do that in your home.  Boy, our home is a wonderful place for this.  We need to discover a stranger incidentally, don’t just have people that you know, have some people that you don’t know, just ask some strangers in.  I remember a very well to do man, a multi millionaire in the little town of Abilene Texas and he was going to have this big political gathering this big political party and so he had all the fine food and silver and everything, the candles, it was going to be a big to do and at the last minute it got canceled and he had everything ready, and he looked at his wife and said, “just wait a minute.”  He got into his big Lincoln Continental and went over into a section of town that was poverty stricken and he just put all the children and the parents that he could cram into that big Lincoln Continental.  That’s a lot of folks.  You know he went driving back up and just threw the doors open and said come on, we’re going to have a big party, we’re going to have a big feast and boy he took all those children and parents and sat them all around this humongous big table and they dived in.  And he said it was one of the happiest evenings of my life.  What’s he doing?  Well it took a little shanaginging around you know to get him to think of his neighbor.  But, he thought of them and he’s maintained a little relationship with some people that before he had never maintained.  Now I’ll tell you how to do this.  Here’s the way to do this.  If you going to have somebody over don’t just say “Well, we’re going to have Joe over and stay with us tonight.”  That won’t excite you children. Now what you say is sometime that morning you say, “Kids, guess what?  You’ll never believe it I just know you won’t.  I’m going to tell you but you’ll never believe it” and they’ll say “well what in the world has gotten into you mama.”  And you say “well I’m so thrilled guess what’s going to happen tonight in this house?”  And they’re going to say, “What?  We can’t stand the suspense?”  You get it built up just right, then you say to them, “a human being is coming to eat with us.”  “A person, can you believe that Jenny, a person is going to come and what’s the most wonderful thing in the world Jenny is a person and tonight we get one all to ourselves.” All to ourselves, and listen I need you to help me, cause I’m so afraid that I won’t be able to just do for them and love them the way that they really deserve, as much as the Lord has loved us .  Would you help me, we want to just roll out the red carpet and welcome this human being to our house.”  Now what’s the point of all that?  It’s easy to forget how important a person is.  Easy to forget how important a person is.  

Now okay.  Any questions that you’d like to raise?  On anything that we’ve covered today?  We could easily leave allot of loose ends here and there.  Now what we have basically talked about, let me just put this much perspective on it.  We haven’t talked about every way to reach people.  We haven’t talked about all the avenues, we haven’t talked about the pros and cons of friendship of evangelism (INAUDIBLE) and all of this.  You see what methodology one uses doesn’t make much difference to me.  The thing that’s most important is that these basic principles be there.  But the relationship is right.  And when that’s right, then all these other things will not be nearly as important and it will close the distance between you and others.  Any questions?  Comments?  What happened to all those questions we had today?  Well I hope that like we said at the beginning last night that we come to say something new.  But I think that our task as communicators of the gospel today is to help people hear, what they hear every day and to help them learn, what they already know.   That’s our greatest challenge, that to communicate the gospel. 

 
And now before I turn this back to Doug, I want to just leave you with this little word of hope.   Now tomorrow morning we’re going to look at some things that deal with the methodology and specifics, and problems with barriers and problems with communication and language and this sort of thing.  But, sometimes people say and we all need to help each other and help others with this one.  That it’s too much to believe anymore, that we might be able to be used by God to reach big city like Miami or a big city like New York and it’s not easy.  Sounds nice at this point, but you get here and walk around this hotel, you walk thru the streets and you look at all that, you look at all those different people, and you  (INAUDIBLE)  of that whole work.  But, we find it difficult to believe that maybe a little crew like this can reach a city like Miami.  And people say, “well, we’ve tried it before and heard it all before, you know, reach this city, reach this state, reach this nation, reach the world.  What will it finally come to?  Allot of people kind of  (INAUDIBLE)  I find it all the time.  Now I just want to encourage you please don’t be a cynic we don’t need any cynics around.  Jesus was surrounded by the cynical.  They tried to discourage him every day but they never succeeded.  So don’t be a cynic, because we’re not talking about what you have to do and what I have to do, see all we’re really talking about is putting our lives down for people.  The Lord will take care of the sides, the dimensions as long as we keep putting our lives down he’ll reward our labors.  I believe that in ten years everybody in the U.S. will have heard.  I believe that.  And I want to put my life out there.  I do what I can to do it. To see that it happens. And if there’s one or two more that will do the same thing, Emerson once said “Great men and great nations are not boasters and buffoons but perceiving the terror of life mans them to safety.”  That’s what we are called to do.  We man ourselves to face the terror of life.  And we have an opportunity in our lifetime to see one man chase a thousand, and if man can chase a thousand, I want to be able to chase ten thousand.  And one of these days then there’s going to be a big party coming and the Lord is going bring a ring, slip it on your finger, going to bring some new shoes put them on your feet, going to bring a beautiful new robe wrap it around your shoulders, show you thru a beautiful mansion.  Some of my rich friends, they’ll take me thru their mansion.  I’d just kind of smile and be inside, happy for them, happy for the privilege to share their blessings but never once, ever forgetting that I’ve got one coming.  It’s going to be better.  That will never blow down in a storm, and it will never need paint, never have to sweep it out.  Dishes that will stay perpetual clean.  You say, alright, I really want to get into that.  Garbage that never needs emptying.  A mansion.  You believe it?  Let’s pray; Father forgive us for the time we’ve spent in trying to believe in you, that not caring for people, and we thank you for having patience with us, extending your mercy to know us more and more, to let us see the way that you love people and the way you reach people, and Father we pray that passion won’t be a word that we just describe but that it will be a word that we live.  And we pray that you will give us courage, the strength to care for people, make us always mindful of the cost of caring but help us also to know the joy and we pray Father that no matter how big our dreams get, no matter how fond our hopes that our dreams and hopes will never be so big that we don’t look out our relationship with you.  Help us to know that the true one, many can be reached.  We’re so thankful for this beautiful group of people.  We’re thankful for the diversity here tonight for the broad spance of age all the different backgrounds.  We sense the great community that we have with one another and we’re thankful for that and we praise you for it.  Now deliver us safely to our places where we rest tonight, we’re looking forward to tomorrow, and if that sun rises and we’re able to meet together (INAUDIBLE)   to maintain the joy and celebration of new life in him we pray that we will be blessed even as we’re a blessing to others.  Thank you for Doug, and Carl, and Max and all the others for their planning and providing for this weekend.  Make us all more sensitive to each other and people around us.  We awake each day with great anticipation and excitement to see you making yourself visible in our lives and the lives of those around us as we work you works.  In Jesus Name, Amen.      

