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We’re so grateful today to Landon Saunders who is our speaker, because Landon is probable one of the busiest ministers in the Church’s of Christ.  Landon taught school for a year in Arkansas and he preached there in North East Arkansas for about twelve years so he as John McCourt has had tremendous experience as a local minister, he is now traveling about a great deal of his time as speaker for Heartbeat.  Landon is doing a work and I think perhaps of all the people in the brotherhood Landon and those on Heartbeat can appreciate the approach that is used by Insight To Life, because it’s very similar.  But Landon has been the speaker and administrator for Heartbeat radio programs and seminars since nineteen hundred and seventy-one.  His dream is to stand before non Christian people and bring them the message of Christ.  And he has been doing this in fact one of the thrilling things about his ministry is that he can go into an area where the church is not strong, hardly known ,and have maybe four hundred, five hundred or six hundred people there.  And maybe only ten percent of them will be members of the body of Christ.  That’s a very thrilling ministry.  Landon’s work is overseen by the elders of the Highland Church of Christ in Abilene and I know that many of you are here today to hear Landon, and we just feel thrilled and honored that we can have him as our quest speaker here this afternoon.  Landon Saunders. 

I’m really delighted to be here and to have the opportunity of encouraging another mass media effort such as Insight To Life.  And I’ve thought about what to say in these next few minutes a good deal.  And I’d like to read a passage from Mathew thirteen, as a point of beginning.  This begins at verse ten.

“Then the disciples came and said to him, “why do you speak to them in parables?” and he answered them, to you it has been given to know the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not been given.  For to him who has will more be given and he will have abundance, but from him who has not even what he has will be taken away.  This is why I speak to them in parables.  Because seeing, they do not see, and hearing, they do not hear, nor do they understand.”  I’d like for us to approach the father again, let us pray together:  Our Father we pray, that we may see the condition of the people of this city from your point of view and from theirs.  We pray that we may not err on the side of presumption and supposition, but that we may know more precisely the condition of human minds and human lives today that we may be able to deliver your message as a rifle shot.  That we’ll be piercing to hearts that are dark and in sin.  Grant us into appreciation of the compelling constraining nature of your love.  And may we always be undergirded solidly by your truth.  In Jesus name, Amen.

I’d like to share with you just a little bit first of all some research that has recently been released that will give us just a little better picture of the person that we are trying to reach thru Insight To Life and similar efforts.  A study has recently been completed entitled, “The unchurched American”, and the results to that study are these:  forty-one percent of the population of this nation, that’s sixty-one million people over eighteen years old have not been to more than one religious service of any kind in the last six months.  Sixty-one million, over eighteen.  And you think of that.  That’s a statistic that would apply, I’m sure, to this city.  If anything it would be greater proportionally in the city of Houston.  Now, of these sixty- one million people who are unchurched, and remember now that the posters define the word unchurched as the individual who has not been to more than one religious assembly in the last six months.  If you’ve been to two, I guess you’re churched.  So you can imagine how much larger that figure, sixty-one million really is.

  
Now why do people not go to church?  Well let’s hear what they said, these are the reasons they gave; six out of ten said that most churches and synagogues have lost the real spiritual part of religion.  Fifty-six percent said most churches and synagogues are too concerned about their organization than they are of spiritual matters.  Now think of that.  Forty-nine percent said that most churches and synagogues are not affective in helping people find meaning for life.  Thirty-nine percent said they are not concerned enough with social justice.  Thirty-six percent said that most were not warm and accepting of outsiders.  And eight-six percent say that the church and synagogue are no longer necessary for a person to find and to live a meaningful life of faith.  Not necessary anymore!  Now you say well but their all wrong about that, and I agree.  

The interesting thing is that these same questions were put to people in the other category who were called the church and what do you suppose was the result of that?  The statics were almost identical.  That people inside church’s have the same basic feelings about their church as about those who are on the outside.  They’ve just got tougher hides.  There enduring more.  Now that is pretty searing kind of indictment isn’t it?  It’s a searing indictment.  But we need to know that if there ever has been a people who needed to know, we need to know that.  If we know it we can deal with it.  But we can’t deal with what we don’t know. 

 
Now, in spite of all of that, eight of ten Americans believe Jesus was God.  Eight of Ten!  Nine out of ten Americans today say they still pray.  Nine of every ten!  Ninety-three percent of the churched believe in the resurrection but sixty-eight percent of the unchurched also believe in the resurrection.  So it’s remarkable thing.  This is one I found tremendously interesting.  Have you been born again?  Question first put to the churched, forty-seven percent said yes.  Only forty-seven percent of the churched said they’d been born again.  And twenty-five percent of the unchurched said they’d been born again.  Which just lets you know how little is known about that expression.  

Can a person be a good Christian and not attend church?  Seventy percent of the church said absolutely.  Eighty-eight percent of the unchurched said yes.  Now the only other one that’s really meaningful I guess here is that in spite of all that, fifty-two percent of that sixty-one million who do not go to church today say that they could see a situation in which they could be a part, could be involved in a church.  

Now our responsibility is to show them a way that they can do that.  And that’s going to take some very, very hard thinking.  Now one last before we make some applications, how do people get involved in a church, now we’re speaking across the board religiously.  How do people do that?  How did you do it?  How did you become a Christian?  How long did it take?  What were the influences that were brought to bear on your life?  Four to six percent of people that were in churches today said that they are there as a result of just having walked in.  Two to four percent say they are there because of the programs of the church.  Four to seven percent are there because of the preacher, two to four percent because of some special need.  One to two percent because of visitation programs, four to six percent because of bible school program, point zero, zero, one percent because of mass kinds of things, like a gospel meeting.  Point zero, zero, one percent!  Boy, if we’re going to reach people were going to have to do something don’t we?  And seventy to ninety percent because of friends or relatives.  Seventy, to ninety percent!  

Now where should the church concentrate?  Now that may seem like it’s a little bit depressing but you know that’s the most exciting thing that I’ve ever heard, because you know what  that really says?  That says that everybody in the whole church can finally get involved in evangelism.  Because we can all have friends and relatives and you know we can all work that.  

Now I’d like to take a few moments and set into a frame, a program like Insight To Life, and related programs as well as a program that can be acted upon I believe by every member of the body of Christ throughout this city and across the nation and around the world.  And I think that it focuses on a couple of issues.  And I think the first one is; what is the value of a human being?  Now I want us to think about that for a moment.  What’s the value of a person, why do we do the things that we do?  Do we do it simply because our elders say that we ought to do it?  Is that the reason that we care about our friends and about our neighbors?  Are we doing it because a congregation helped by many congregations has a program called Insight To Life and we want to make that thing live, are we doing simply because we want to see our quote, church grow more than it is growing, are we doing it because we want to see our budgets increase, or are we doing it simply because a person is the most important thing in the world, and too valuable in their own right to lose?  

What is the motivation, that drives, that constrains, and that compels an individual to care?  I’d like to suggest to us this afternoon that we care simply because of who we are.  That’s why we care.  It’s because of who we are.  It is inbred, it is inherent, and it is the bottom line of what it means to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is our identity so much so that Jesus said when some objective because his disciples were caring about some people and talking about him he said it these were silent the very stones would cry out.  That it is as much in the nature a Christian to care for the worth and the value and the salvation of another individual as it is for a stone to remain silent.  That’s the stone’s nature.  And it is also the Christians nature.  God by the very reason of who he is came to this earth to give his life for persons.  Because persons were worth it.  It was the only thing that brought Jesus from heaven to this Earth.  Was the value of a person?  The only thing that nailed him to the rugged cross was a person.  There’s not anything in the world as valuable as a human being.  That’s why we do it, that’s why we care, that’s why we have programs and all the commands to go into all the world and to preach the gospel to every creature.  Listen, if l those commands are not rooted and grounded in the hearts that love with the heart of God.  They’ll be empty.  And people won’t act on them.  The first thing, our first obligation is to get our people caring again about something other than how they’re going to survive tomorrow.  To get a focus back on what a person really is, and what a person really means. 

 In the church’s of which we are a part do the people really care, are they knocking themselves out for people, do they believe that when they get up in the morning that the one thing that they must not do as they move thru the activities of their day is to hurt a human being?  In our businesses is that primary? Listen we can lose ten thousand dollars and not lose, but we can gain a hundred thousand dollars and hurt a human in the process and loose it all.  So much so that any individual in this world who isn’t winning the people is losing.  Because that’s why we are, that’s why we exist.  Is just for people.  

And so Jesus talked about why if one would harm one of these little ones better than millstone be dragged about your head.  You be cast into the depths of the sea, than to hurt a human being.  I just feel we ought to develop that theme over and over and over again.  A people who know the value of a person will give their lives. 

 
People who do not know the value of a person are going to be deal in percentages.  There is no such thing as percentages in the New Testament.  We’ve conjured that up and it’s basically a sectarian idea adopted by people that are trying not to be sectarian.  The gospel really only deals in multiples.  All God has ever dealt in is multiples.  God doesn’t deal in percentages.  We’re saying, “Boy can’t you increase two percent, can you increase ten percent, can’t you increase.”  Listen, as long as we’re talking about percentages we’re going to get percentages.  The facts are that we have Jesus own example that a human being is worth giving a life for.  Your child is worth that, your wife is worth that, your husband is worth that.  And every day we get down and that’s our mission in the world.  Is to watch out for and care for people.  Now how do you do that?  How do you care for people?  

Now we’ve been thru in our history, we’ve been thru a long matter of social gospel, then we go thru social gospel to benevolence and we thru benevolence to bus programs, and we go thru bus programs to food programs, and from food programs to clothing programs.  We have our pantries and we have all these different things and yet in all those things that we do we’re constantly frustrated.  You know what the frustration is?  The frustration is that it doesn’t seem to bare a keen enough relationship to the bottom line.  Namely conversions.  And so we’re always upset.  We’re always thinking now why isn’t this doing more?  And I know places that run buses and you know the reason their running busses?  Their running busses to fill the church.  Now what’s wrong with that?  Well you said there’s nothing wrong with that, and on the surface there’s nothing wrong with it.  But, if you’re bussing doesn’t do that what’s going to happen?  You’re going to get disillusioned with your bussing and sell your busses.  And there’s busses for sell all over this nation.  Or if you have a program like Insight To Life and if it doesn’t deliver that bottom line.  What are you going to do?  First thing people are going to be saying is, “well now is it really worth it?”  Do we really need that?  Aren’t there better ways, I’d like to know what the better ways are.  We discard busses, there’s a better way, and  we discard food programs, there’s a better way we discard benevolence, there’s a better way, we discard televisions, there’s a better way, and we discard radios because there’s a better way, we discard literature, there’s a better way.  I’d like for some wise man to stand up and tell us what the better way is?  Where is it?  

It might be time now for us to ask, what does the New Testament say about these various good works that we’re doing?  Are we to be become social gospilers?  No.  Well then what, where did all of that come from where does all this talk about benevolence and where do the bussing programs, and where does television, where does all that really fit in?  I think that it fits in along this biblical line.  I believe there is a very strong biblical statement about it, and I want to give it to you right now.  

The first point is that helping a human being is right, if nothing else happens.  You think about that.  Helping them is right.  Now I want to support that too.  Jesus said “whoever gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple I say into you he will never lose his reward.”  Why in the world do we have congregation after congregation after congregation filled with people   who are guilty because there not evangelist?  It’s because we have defined evangelism so narrowly that we have excluded it out of ninety-five percent of the church.  That’s the reason.  You see we don’t see any relationship at all between giving a cold cup of water and evangelism.  And yet Jesus must have seen some kind of relationship there, because Jesus said that if you’ll give that cup of cold water because you’re a disciple, you’ll never lose your reward.  In other words there is an inherent reward that is attributed to the disciple who does good.  That’s just the way it is.  Now if that’s true it explains a little bit of why Mathew, twenty-five is written the way it is, you know I’ve never seen that dealt with very hopefully.  Because the base of judgment.  There I was hungry and you didn’t feed me, I was thirsty, and when you look down thru the list where is doctrine?  Does that list mean because doctrine is absent there does that mean doctrine is not important?  No.  Jesus believed doctrine, practiced it, thought it was important.  Thought that a specific body of doctrine was important and thought that the doctrines that were the commandments of the men were wrong well why aren’t the things in the list?  It’s a good question isn’t it?  

I was hungry and you didn’t feed me.  Now listen, feeding the hungry, brothers and sisters is right.  The action is right.  If nothing else ever happened its right.  Giving to the thirsty is right.  Taking in a stranger is right.  Putting clothes on a person’s back is right.  It is right, not because of what does or does not happen to that person or how that person does or does not respond.  It is right because a human being is worth it.  That loving human beings as God loves human being means, that you will feed them, that you will cloth them, that you will take in the stranger that  (AUDIO AT THIS POINT IS INAUDIBLE)

And that when you do it, you are simply acting out of the heart of God.  That’s the way he is.  

Now James one, twenty-seven, (AUDIO INAUDIBLE) and to keep oneself unspotted to the world.  Now what does that have to do with religion?  What is the relationship there?  On and on now adding to all of that is the ministry of Jesus Christ.  What did he do?  The ministry of Jesus Christ was a ministry of first of all going about doing good.  And secondly the ministry of teaching.  Now let’s look at his results just a little bit.  But first of all Jesus said when you go about filling the seas, you can’t expect but about twenty-five percent response.  You know he sowed on poor soil, only one of them was good soil.  And then do you recall he cleansed how many lepers was it?  Ten, how many of them came back.  One out of ten, your statics are probably that good.  Now did that make the healing of those other nine wrong, was Jesus wrong because of he healed ten.  No because human beings are worth it because he didn’t do anything.  You do that not because you have another thing coming up over here, you (AUDIO INAUDIBLE)

They’re going to do these things, why is that so critical?  It is critical because we will damn the person if we are trying to help them while we have another agenda going.  Now you say, listen that’s not going down very well.  It’s going down square.  Well but now think about it for a moment, what do you do when a Harry Chrisna comes up to you in an airport?  (INAUDIBLE)  Well don’t you want to help this cause, and I said no, and he said well you took the book don’t you want to make a contribution, and I said you said the book was free.  I took you book and I’m going to keep it.  And he was holding on and trying to catch me and I just kept going on to catch my plane.  And incidentally, get everyone of those books that you can and get them out of circulation.  

But the point was, here he came holding this up but really he had another agenda for me.  Now when he did that he violated me, he didn’t treat me like a human being.  God doesn’t treat people like that.  God doesn’t treat people that way.  I just let him know that God didn’t treat people that way.  And so I still have his book, and he doesn’t have my contribution.  Now it’s right to do that.  

Now a person comes up and says now, will you go fishing with me and you say “yea now I’m going to go fishing with you and you’re thinking now I’m going to get him over here.  Now tell me what to do right here?  Do we have to do people that way?  Is that what Jesus did?  Was he going to say to those nine, “well I’ll declare, I wasted my time with those nine?”  See, I don’t think he delt with people that way.  I think that when he did it that he didn’t have any bottom lines there.  I think he did all that simply because that’s the way God is.  There’s just a risk in reaching people, and if you not willing to take that risk you not going to reach people, or you’re going to be a manipulator of human beings.  It is as wrong to manipulate a human being as something that is right as it is to manipulate human being is something that is as wrong because the act of manipulation is wrong.  

     
Paul said, we don’t deal that way, we don’t deal with cleverness.  It’s deception in design.  And so how then do you get these two things together, how do you get meeting these together with evangelism and in doing the kinds of things that we feel are critically important things to do?  Well, first of all we recognize that what we’ve been calling benevolence and all of these things is in fact evangelism.  That giving out all that PepsiCo water, what is it, it’s evangelism, giving out all those meals, what is it, it’s evangelism, giving all those children bus rides, you’re doing all that simply because those human beings are worth it, if all those kids never do anything else except come in contact with your love, listen, it’s all been worth it.  You do not invest in people with an agenda that has some kind of return that you’ve got to see quickly or else you’re going to cut off the way that you’ve been loving them.  You just don’t do that.  And people sense that, I have a dear, dear friend who had a friendly relationship with a televangelist and he said will you come over and have dinner with us one night?  And the woman said I will, and he said well come Thursday night and they prepared the dinner in about an hour and a half, and she didn’t show up.  So we went back a couple of three days later and said why didn’t you show up and she said well I didn’t really think you were serious about that, people come thru here all the time wanting you to do that.  And he said no, I was really serious.  Would you come over, and he named another night, and she said okay I’ll come.  So she came and felt terrible, it was a fiasco anyway.  She was not relaxed, they weren’t relaxed and it was bad news all the way.  He saw her a few days later and said listen, “you didn’t have a good time at our house the other night, why didn’t you have a good time?  Oh she said, it was fine, he said oh no, it wasn’t fine you know it, I know it, and my wife knows it.  What happened?  She said I felt it.  I know that you are a religious person.  And I knew exactly what you were doing when you ask me to dinner.  All you were doing was looking for an opportunity to lay your religion on me, and I’m not interested.”  He said to her, “you’re wrong.  I can understand why you feel that way, but that’s really not what I was doing.  We wanted you to come simply because we care about you, and we feel that if we care about you that, that whole religious question will be handled, but it will be handled in a loving and caring way.  We weren’t trying to get you to do this, so that we could do this.”

See, that fills you with all kinds of pressure that you just don’t need, that’ll hurt you in dealing with people.  Now how does it resolve itself in the life of Jesus?  Okay, now let’s just watch one example in the life of Jesus and  watch the two things come together in the most beautiful , spontaneous and natural way that you can imagine.  

It’s in the ninth chapter of John, and here is a man who has been blind from birth.  And the disciple said now who send this man, or his parents, now he was born blind, now did you think they had the right view of a beautiful human being?  All they saw was a religious question.  That’s all they saw.  And with the neighbors,” who is this man over here, he’s just a blind beggar.”  Did they have right view of this man?  No.  What did they see him as, a label?  Anytime you can get a label affixed to somebody you don’t have to deal with him anymore.  It’s the neatest way in the world to put people on a shelf.  And the pharoses came along, and what did they see, they didn’t mind the man being healed, they just didn’t want him getting healed on the Sabbath.  So he posed a problem to them.  The man was just a problem.  Did they have right view?  No.  

And the fourth view was the parents view, and the parents come along and they say, is this your son and they say “that’s our son” and they stopped right there.  Biology.  Well that’s the wrong view.  Jesus what’s your view?  Jesus said, “This man in this condition is an opportunity for God to become visible in this life.”  Now isn’t that what we want to do, that’s what I’ve heard stressed all morning.  We want to bring people into a relationship with God.  Now I noticed over here on one of these things that the purpose of Insight To Life is to meet the needs of society.  Listen you’re absolutely right on track brothers with Jesus.  

This happened to this man so that the works of God can be manifested.  Now how do you do that?  How do you make manifest.  How do you make visible the work of God in the life a human being?  Let’s just follow Jesus model.  What did he do?  Did he give the man a lecture?  No.  Did he tell him about heaven and hell?  No.  Did he tell him about the coming Kingdome?  No.  What did he do?  He did the obvious thing to do.  What did the man need?  His greatest need was to be healed.  And Jesus healed him and left him.  Wait a minute Jesus, come back don’t you want to Sheppard this man thru?  No he’s alright, he healed him and he left him.  

Now let’s (INAUDIBLE)   

I’ve never met anybody like that.  And so the friends, the neighbors, the pharoses, and all these folks came up and they said, “Who did it.  Well, where is he?  You know, I don’t even know where the man is.”  Now that’s very poor follow up on Jesus’ part.  The man said I don’t even know where he is.  And when they came back again and said who is he, now the man had done some thinking about it because he’s had to answer all kinds of questions, and this thing that’s happened to him is working in him now, Jesus isn’t there or sheparding any of it, it’s just happening.  Now what’s causing all of this?  He has been helped in a way that is so decisive that he has to explain it.  Who is this man?  And so he’s grown a little bit and this time when they say who is he?  He says well, he’s a prophet.  Then they come back again and they say, who is he?  He’s a sinner and the man said, wait a minute, that doesn’t make sense because he opened my eyes.  And since the world began, nobody’s ever done that, and everybody knows God doesn’t hear sinners.  It takes a worshipper.  Look at him learning, see he’s learning.  Don’t worry about, listen God wants the human being that you’re loving right, more than you do.  God is on tip toes to reach your friends and your neighbors.  He’s still giving increase if we’ll just provide him the opportunity.

And so the man will say listen, he’s found him and the pharoses threw him out.  I can just see them sitting out there in the dust, dusting them off all bruised up and thinking now where did all this get started.  Just got to open their eyes up.  I’m going to think twice before I ever have anybody open their eyes again.  And the people that threw him out were the religious folks.  That’s the amazing thing, you wonder what his view of religion would have been.  About the same as the people you’re trying to reach with the Insight To Life.  And let me tell you something, you better make a clear line of demarcation or your results are going to be zilch.  Religion never saved anybody.  Jesus saves.  And you can amen that if you want to.  

Religion can get in the way, it’s gets so tied up with its rights and ceremonies and it’s observances and all of that that people can just get run over, Jesus just went right thru all that religion and met the man’s needs and turned him lose, gave him his freedom knowing that he might be like the nine lepers, he may go astray and yet what he had done was right he is God, he just, that’s the way God is.  And then when Jesus heard he as cast out, he went running over there and now watch what he does.  

Do you believe in the son of man?  And the man said, who is he that I may believe on him, and Jesus said it is he that speaks to you and the man said, I believe and he worshiped.  Now if you want a relationship between meeting needs and evangelism you’ve got it right there.  You’ve got it right there.  Give people a little room.  We helped a family in Corning one year that had eighteen children.  Every church in town was after them.  You know boost your attendance by twenty the first time you got the whole family there.  Bet they were a lot easier to take hold of then they were to let go of.  Notice the day of run thru the mall, we entered last.  When we tried to change that, reverse that in later years we got there last and when we got there, they had one need.  A dying baby.  You know what we did?  We met that need.  Didn’t even know what we were doing.  But we met the need.  Sat around the clock, fed it, and bathed it, we cared for the family.  Day after day, and week after week, the family began coming.  Our religious neighbors got jealous and they cornered her on the street, said, where you going to church?  And she said well I’m going over to the Church’s of Christ.  Why are you doing going over there, don’t you know those folks think they’re the only folks going to heaven?  Why, I’ve never heard them say that.  Don’t you know they believe in water baptism?  And she said, why I don’t think they believe that.  Now they believe in baptism, but I haven’t heard them say you know you’re washing off sins in the water.  And then she said, do you know all I know.  My baby was sick, and they helped me.  Who had the clearest view of this body of Christians?  A woman who had her need meet.  That’s the one that had the clearest view.  

Now what do you call it, that we’re going to put all this and wrap it up because it’s one thirty and we’re supposed to get out of here at one thirty.  And I hate to end on time.  

Now there’s one other concept that I’d like to drop here.  And that is from John four.  Jesus said that one sows and another one reaps.  And usually the one that do the reaping did not do the labor of sowing.  I’d like to suggest today a sowing ministry.  Now this is going to go down a little bit hard but I’d to just lift the possibility, the possibility that the city of Houston is not a field that is ripe to harvest.  If it is, somebody else sowed the field.  We haven’t sowed it for others.  We talk about all this reaping how in the world do you ever think there would be a crop to reap if we haven’t even sowed the seeds?  Farmer gets up in the morning, what you going to do, I’m going to go reap.  Well have you ever sowed any, well no I haven’t sowed anything yet, but I’m going to go reap it.    

Has the city of Houston been sowed?  You know where we’re sowing?  Somebody said earlier this morning a hundred and thirty congregations.  Okay we’re sowing in a hundred and thirty spots.  Very, very limited geographically and we have sowed it and sowed it, and sowed it till there’s so much seed on there that  we’re about to experience rottenness on the inside.  Now all the space in-between those church’s hasn’t been sowed.  I wonder what percentage of the resources are financial reapers.  And people resources of this city are expended and are going right down these hundred and thirty spots.  I wonder how much?  Do we care about people?  Or do we care about ourselves?  

Now I believe that what Insight To Life is, I think it’s a sowing ministry.  And how do you sow, the way you sow is to do good, the way you sow is you open people’s eyes, the way you sow is you get those lame  legs  working so you say I can’t do that so I agree we can’t do that.  And so what do we do, we get rid of that lameness and we get rid of that depression and we meet those broken up families and we get those run away kids and we hit those issues of suicide.  And we talk about this terminal illness that’s the way you sow.  Don’t worry about the reaping, just sow the field.  And if you sow right there is going to be a ripened field of grain.  But if you go so hard after the reaping even at the same time that you’re doing the sowing, then what you’ll do is you’ll trample down a whole field in order to get to one or two ripe grains and you’ll put off a harvest for another ten years or a generation.  

Isn’t that right?  Listen what we need to do is get a program like Insight To Life that’s meeting the needs of this meeting, we need to get it on cable, yes but we need to get it on the other channels.  Because how many people are watching the cable.  Did I say twenty thousand?  And the audience, Insight To Life can have a hundred thousand.  I think it ought to have it.  I don’t think just twenty thousand ought to be exposed to it.  Because what I saw this mooring was sowing.  That’s what Jesus was doing in all of his ministry, and listen, that’s right, all of that was right.  And I believe that if we take a program like Insight To Life and say it, just get it out, and don’t worry about reaping.  The crop tells you when it’s time to reap.  Sowing doesn’t tell you that.  The crop doesn’t get ripe you not going to reap it.  And so what we need to do is just sow it.  Now where did you put that out for five years, ten years, just put that out.  Put exactly what he’s doing.  Don’t parade or sell make people hunt for who it is.  Jesus really made them dig to find out his identity.  Because if they find out too quickly what they’re going to do is throw you into this religious believe and they’re not going to be very interested anymore.  It will take you a long time.  But if you make them hunt for your identity, make them hunt.  Who’s doing this?  Well, the people that care.  But where are those people that care?  

You know I have seen that bless audiences across this land.  Brothers like you can’t even begin to believe.  People are so sick and tired of religion blowing its own trumpets they can hardly stand it.  If we will simply go, and I mean when they click that television set on and see Insight To life if you will help them in a way with their problems and their anxieties and their fears in a way that is more meaningful and more decisive than anything they have ever experienced I promise you when reaping time comes you will be the reaper.  You can’t miss it.  

We plant, we water and God gives the increase.  And so, this is not a fund raising thing today, but listen I don’t even know if it’s in all the church bulletins across the state.  We talk about people sowing, here is a medium, and I don’t even know if the brethren in this city care enough to put it in the bulletin.  We’re going to keep going to our own buildings, we’re going to keep talking to ourselves and then we all can go to hell.  When, will there be enough people who will run the risk and have enough courage to look out and say enough.  That’s enough.  Judaism had turned on it’s self and had become so deeply engrained in its own exercises that when God himself came it snuffed his life out on a rugged cross.  And I wish that we would arise today with the kind of courage that would say if it means crucifixion we will die.  The one thing that we cannot tolerate any longer and call ourselves the people of God is for this city and a hundred and thousand other cities just like it simply to lay not even sowed.  And we’re going to step back and say we need to do this,  and we need to do this and then we’re going to criticize, and criticize, and criticize.  Nobody is ever going to do it right, nobody is ever going to be able to do it to please us.  And meanwhile the mothers and the fathers, and the sons, and the daughters are having lives that are drying up filling the obituary pages and dying, because nobody could get their act together enough and care enough even to sow the field.  

People are too important.  You know if we could just add one or two people, listen, don’t be intimated by the religious world.  The religious world is sick and basically in the money making business.  They don’t know how to use television to win people, people know how to win to use television to raise money.  If the Lords people can become unconscious enough if we can tie to ourselves if we are willing be a treasure hidden in the field, if we are willing to be the pearl of great price scattered  among a thousand other pearls,  if we are willing to be hidden if we are willing to follow Christ then we can lead the people of this nation into a vital phase of the living God and I believe in the confidence in he authority of the scriptures and they will fill churches after church’s all across this land with the kind of simple worship that we have and the kind of Christ honoring lives that we’re trying to live and those will be saved.  If we will just do it.  And so may there be a eldership, and so may there be preachers, and may there be deacons, and may there be mission committees who will look over our resource’s and look over what we are doing and have the courage to say Listen, we’re not moving in the right way.  And then make some bloodletting decisions.  And begin to rechannel these resources and these people’s energies toward lost ruined and recreant humanity.  And tell your little brothers and sisters that feel that their lives are worthless because there not on this committee or that committee.  You just mobilize your whole congregation tell  them to get out there and give as many cups of cold water this week that you can.  Tell them to go out there and feed people, tell them to go out there and give as many compliments away as you can.  Help them to love people like God loved people.  Getting to know them.  Plug them in to say, here’s a family suffering and say, Listen, we’ll help you with that.  Got a run away child?  Some of us know what that’s like.  We’ll help you, we’ll be with you.  Just, you can tune in channel thirty-nine here’s the program, they’ll help you.  And just let that work in their lives, let that open them up.  Sowing.  And when you do it you’ll be ripening, they’ll help  explain all that and when they do it’ll be so easy for you to say to them the bottom line of what it is to be saved that you’ll hardly believe it.  Just keep sowing and it’ll happen.  We just need a sowing ministry all across this nation.  And if we sow well, for five years, maybe a little more, there will be a people of God who will be raised up in this generation who will reap the mighty harvest for the King before he comes.  I want to be a part of that so much.  There’s not even a way to articulate it.  Just for the honor and sake of King Jesus.  That makes sense doesn’t it?  I don’t want us to be a tail light in the religious world, I want us to lead.  I want us to lead and if we could take and just do what you’re doing.  Standing out, I love what I saw this morning, that’s biblical, it’s getting right where people are.  Of course there’s going to be response to that.  And just let it be, give them the three gifts, give them the cups of cold water and it’ll win.  And then brothers for whatever struggles we have, for whatever sufferings we have let’s never let our sufferings, let’s never let our struggles dim our eyes from the accomplishment of the only y mission that brought the savior to the world.  That of reaching and saving people.  That’s going to be a great joy.  Let’s pray;    Father we pray that we may somehow take this deep and vast reservoir of  good will and desire to reach people  that is in the people in our fellowship here today in this room and all across this city and get it channeled more and more into ways that can use the marvelous means of television to just meet people where they are and to work your works in them by meeting their needs so that their vision can be clarified of who you are and who your people are that they may believe.  Bless Stanley and all who work with him and to all the elders of this church that they may be strong and courageous that they may give us even greater leadership in reaching out and sowing the field of this great city, help us not to leave it to business community to make Houston’s future, help us not to leave it to the professionals in the community, help us not to leave it to the government of this city.  But resurrect in our generation and in our heats the burning conviction that only you and your son, your word can forge a future for a city and help us to know that we are for your material in this day, and this place to be used to do just that.  We thank you for this wonderful day for all the thoughts and impressions that have been ours and we pray that we can begin and that we can grant momentum to a fantastic  search   among your people everywhere to  reach out and care for and to instruct the lost.  We ask it in Jesus name, Amen.      

