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I’m really delighted to be here tonight, and to participate in the events of this thirteen and one workshop.  I suppose this is something that is unique in all of our brotherhood.  And from every report that I’ve heard, it really works well.  It’s something that which the entire family can come.  There’s something here for the whole family.  And those who’ve  conceived and planned this kind of discussion about our work, the work that is the most important work on Earth, are to be really commended, I’m delighted to be on the campus.  

I lived in Arkansas as Dr. Ganous mentioned for several years and occasionally I have to come back just to feel legitimate again.  There’s something about Arkansas that makes me feel legitimate and it lets me know I have a place still in the world.  And so it’s good for that reason to be back here.  

I’ve chosen two passages to read tonight.  The first is from Luke II.  At verse forty-nine you recall Jesus had been lost from his parents, and his mother was a little upset with him.  Thought perhaps shed been a little mistreated.  And Jesus looked at her and questioned why she was alarmed.  And why she was disturbed, and then he said “Don’t you know that I must be about my Father’s business.” “Don’t you know that I must be about my Father’s business?”   
And then the second passage is in John VI, where at verse twenty-eight, then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God.”  And Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God that you believe in Him, whom he has sent into all the world.”  

I’ve been asking two questions of brotherin really across the country in the last year or so.  And the first of those questions is:  Do you have a plan to reach every person in your community?  Does the church of which you’re a part have a plan to reach every person in your community?  Do you as elders have a plan to reach every person in your community?  And without a single exception the answer has been, no.   Now that isn’t to say that there are not church’s located somewhere with such a plan.  I just want to believe and know that there are.  I just haven’t had the privilege of being with them yet.  

And the second question is:  If for some reason there would be a great stirring in your community so that hundreds and hundreds and even thousands might be won to the Lord Jesus Christ, so that on a given Sunday morning your numbers would swell to ten, and twenty, and thirty times what you normally have.  Would you be able to handle that kind of growth?  And with all but one exception, the answer was no.  Sometimes there would be an added line that was a little wistfull. “We’d love to be able to say yes, but we’re at least, not sure.”  
Now what do you make of that?  How can we talk about into all the world, without it being an occasion in which we participate in an exercise once more of words?  An exercise that we’ve been thru  time and time and time again.  We never tire of going thru the call.  And yet here is no plan.  And because there is no plan there is another plan that has emerged, and the other plan that has emerged is that we do not plan to go into all the world.  That’s our plan; our plan is not to go.  Our plan is only to go a little bit here and a little bit there and basically with anything that might be left over.  

Now that’s a little confronting, and it’s a little difficult, and it’s a little indicting but we’re all men and women and we can surly face up to what’s real and what’s true.  And what’s real and what’s true is that as yet we are not so inclined to go into all the world.  We have not yet found a way to put our lives where our words are.  To put our lives where our mouths are.  We have not yet found a way to work consistently with what we profess.  And so what we do not want to do tonight is perpetuate an illusion, but rather hopefully to face some hard realities. 

If we were looking at what we’ve done in the world, just nation after nation after nation, we cannot really say yet, that we’re there.  We only have just ever so tiny a presence here, and there and in other places.  Compared to where we were, seventy- five years ago, fifty years ago, even twenty-five years ago it’s an exciting story.  And we certainly do not want to in any way question the excitement and the adventure of what has been done.  
If you would look into this nation, just the United States of America with it’s better than two-hundred, twenty-five million citizens.  You would find that we’ve only barely touched the hem of the garment.  In this nation as yet, we are not there.  And when you look into the cities where we have existed the longest and where we have the greatest strength , brother Baxter mentioned a year or so ago that in Nashville Tennessee members of the body of Christ, members of the Church’s of Christ would make up only something like eight per-cent of the population.   And then we have individually to ask tonight that when we personally look someone in the face are we even there?   Are we there?  Are we there in the sense that Jesus is there?  Are we there in the sense that we understand what our business is?  That we understand the purpose in the mission of our lives.  We’re not there yet.  That’s the hard truth.  Well, why aren’t we there? 

 
Is it because that God is no longer as powerful as he was nearly twenty centuries ago?  To ask it is to answer it.  God is as strong; the problem is not with God.  Well has our society just become so decadent?  Has it gone so far to the dogs that people’s hearts can no longer be aroused and attracted to the name of Jesus Christ?  
Rome was worse.  As low as we’ve sunk in many areas, we are not killing human beings for sport.  And we are not yet struggling with the moral and domestic problems with which Rome found itself emeshed.  Human history had hardly become darker than in the Roman world.  And yet that historical setting became the fertile field of one of the most explosive messages that had ever been uttered.  And people by the thousands and the millions were claimed for our Lord. It’s not that society has gone bad.  
Thirdly is it because our message has lost its attractiveness, its appeal, its truthfulness?  Again to ask the question is to answer it.  Nobody has the message that we have.  I don’t believe that any religious emphasis in the world comes out as any more wholesome and balanced perspective than the one body that we have.  I don’t believe that any religious emphasis in the world comes out of any more wholesome and balanced perspective than the one that Church’s of Christ set forth.  Not the message.  

Well if it’s not the message then what is it?  What is it?  What is it that allows us to stay and to be and with great answers,  and with great insights, and participating in a great reality and knowing a sense of victory as a human being, and  being free from sin and from death.  Why is it that  Moonies can pass us by, that the Chrisna people can pass us by, that the most diabolical cults you can imagine sometimes put us to shame, and stamp thru every airport,  and every bus station selling, selling, selling,  and teaching, and teaching, and teaching? 

 
Why is it that just a few years ago we were numbered among the fastest growing religious bodies in this nation, but that today it is no longer true?  And yet, how quickly we say we are the people of the Lord.  Which means that the integrity of our God is at stake, in what we do and in what we say?  Why?  What is it?  What has gone wrong, or what is being left out?  What is it?  And we won’t be a part of a thought pattern that says everything’s fine, listen.  It isn’t fine.  We won’t participate in those who say that everything is alright, it’s not alright.  And we can’t say we will not look at these realities but we will simply grasp onto victories that we’ve already won and the morals that have already been penned, we won’t do that.  That’s beneath the dignity of the people of God.  Why?  

Jesus lost from his parents when found by them said, “Don’t you know that I must be about my father’s business.”  What is the father’s business?  Has the father’s business changed?  Has the father’s business been altered?  Has the father’s business been redefined?  Is the father’s business no longer the business of the church?  Is the father’s business no longer the business of our families?  Is it no longer the business of our Sheppard’s?  Is it possible that the thing that has been lost is a sense of the father’s business?   A sense of mission, that we have forgotten what our mission really is.  What is our mission?  What is our purpose?  

Christ came, went to the cross, and won a great victory for us.  Tasted death for every man so that a way could be opened up to the father.  And then he gathered his disciples about him and said, “This is the news that you must go and proclaim.”  This is the good news that human beings are not to be cast upon the junk heaps of eternity.  That they’re not like cars that wear out and then are tossed aside into junk piles.  Go tell the news that the story of man is not a story that ends in object failure.  Go and tell the news that death is no longer the mocker of those who know Jesus Christ.  Tell the news.  Go and tell the news that those who have spent all of their lifetimes in bondage   have now been set free that they are delivered.  Go and tell the news.  Announce the glad tidings, and tell it to all the nations, and tell it to every creature so that there is not a group of individuals who are going forth under their own power, but are going forth under the power of a risen Lord.  

There were not a group of people going forth with some new ideas on human potential or human renewal but they were going forth with a mandate from the kind of kings.   It was not a group of people who were going forth to offer an experiment, or a theory.  But they were going forth to offer something that was real, something that was true, and something that worked practically into everyday lives of human beings.  

Jesus said we’ve won a great victory now you go and tell the news.   What is that?  That’s the kings business.  That’s the father’s business.  Now is it the business of the congragations of which we are a part? Is the father’s business, the business of most elders meetings?  Are Sheppard’s thinking through the business of the church?  The father’s business.  Are they making sure that whatever is left undone, that the father’s business is not left undone?  Is the father’s business, the business of our messages?  Is the father’s business reflected in our budgets?  Is the father’s business reflected in our priorities?  Is the father’s business reflected in your family with your sons, and your daughter, your husband and your wife?  Are we about the fathers business?  Are we doing the works of God, or are we busy?  

There was a group who went to the judgment of God, having been very busy, and they were saying Lord, Lord have we not in your name cast out devils?  We’ve done in your name many wonderful works.  Congregations’ say we’re doing the works of God.  Elders say we’re doing wonderful and mighty things.  Preachers sing the praise of congregations.  But is the father’s business getting done?  Is our business, the fathers business?   Is our busyness, the fathers business?   People say, “I don’t need to go to church.”

Then you’re not about the fathers business.  And on the other hand people who go to church and say, “That’s all I can do.”   They’re not about the fathers business.    If we do not know what the fathers business is, then our religion has become a luxury, it is not a necessity.  If we do not know what the fathers business is our prayer life will be sterile.  Our worship will be empty, and perhaps even touched on the boring.  And our faith will be withered and depressed.  And we will cry out for someone to help us.  We will cry out for someone to deliver us.  And we will beg of those who are bringing the word, feed me more, feed me more, feed me more when sometimes we are asking the absolute impossible.  

There is no way to feed that which has lost its light. There is no way to feed, and to nurture, and to encourage, and to thrill those who are not busy about the fathers business.  Church attendance will not improve very much, if the business of the church is not clear, hasn’t been thought through and stated so that members know what to do with it.  It’s an amazing thing that businesses do this, they think through the business, and they know that the way they went about their business twenty years ago is not necessarily the way they will go through their business today.  Their business is the same, but they have a marvelous sense of flexibility, and what governs the way their patching, and the way they are reaching is what the needs are in the people.  And that’s why the fathers business always lands us out among the people.  That’s why the fathers business always carries us into the places where people are hurting, and where they are suffering.  And no matter, no matter what we do in the body of Christ, listen we need to press the bodies and flesh of living, hurting, and dying people.  It’s the fathers business.  And so mission, if we have lost our mission then we’re going to clammer; we’re going to wonder what we ought to be doing.  If we’ve lost our sense of mission, were apt to work on one another.  We’re apt to make up our brothers and our sisters the mission.  And suffer from a kind of fever that we call cabin fever.  We’re not about the fathers business, we’re not out there, we’re not caring on the ministry of Jesus, particularly in the world, but we are all together, and we’re together, and we’re together, and we’re together.  

And the same thing sometimes happen to us in a house when the snow falls, and all the children have to stay in, and the parents have to stay in and you know just after a few hours of that, and just after a few days everyone’s kind of climbing the walls, the kids are running around and saying “mama, what am I gonna do next, what am I going to do next, I don’t have anything to do.  What am I gonna do, what am I going to do.”  And the only cure is, is to get them outside.  And do you know that armies weren’t made to fight in barracks.  And you leave them in the barracks and they’ll tear the barracks up.  And if you noticed in fox holes men who are serving there together, who are dodging the hot lead of the enemy don’t get into little haggles.  One of them doesn’t look over at the other one and say, “you know I noticed you didn’t speak to me yesterday.”  

You see, if the sense of mission is gone then we will turn our eyes on one another, and we will devoir one another.  We’ll eat ourselves up.  Why?  We’ve lost the sense of mission.  Without a sense of mission many of the teachings of Jesus don’t quiet make sense.  For how long we’ve been trying to figure out exactly what Jesus meant when he said if someone smites you on the one cheek, turn the other also, and if someone takes away your coat, give him you cloak. And agree with you advisory quickly while thou are in the way with him.  And we wonder what do all of these things mean?  Listen, if you’re on a mission it all becomes pretty clear.  Your mission is more important than the slap on the side of the cheek.  The cheek slap’s nothing.  And so quickly because your eye is so intense, and your heart is so fixed whether than pausing and saying, “Hey, what did you do that for.  You shouldn’t of hit me, if you going to treat me like.”  There’s not time for that.  

If someone hits you on one, turn the other one, why?  Because the mission is more important than what’s happening to you.  And if someone takes away your coat, the quickest way in the world to dispense with that whole matter is to just give him your cloak also.  And then stay about the business.  If an advisory comes the quickest way to settle with that so that you can go on.   Agree with you advisory quickly, if you don’t, he’ll put you out of business.  And your enemies, of course you would bless your enemies, because their business.  And of course you would not extract a tooth for tooth, and an eye for an eye.  Because the very one from whom you would extract the tooth, or the eye is the main concern of your reach.  It’s knowing what the mission is.  

 
It’s amazing how many of the teachings of Jesus fall into natural place just when  we know what the mission is.   Are we a people that’s like that, we’re a  people that’s on the way, we’re a people that’s in a hurry.  We’re characterized by a leisurely kind of hurry.  Because it’s a kind of hurry in which God is always engaged.  And we’re constantly settling disputes and conflicts very quickly because we’ve got a great business.  We have to move quickly, and we have to move deathly, and we have to move quietly, less we be distracted from the fathers business because the father has invested his business in us and in nobody else.  

And if we do not know what the mission is.  Will our son’s and daughter’s know what their lives are for?  Will they know whom to marry?  We say now you ought to marry a member of the church.  But you see apparently there are an awfully lot of kids who aren’t getting the point.                
