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The Forever People-Herald of Truth
The threat of aloneness hangs heavy over many of our lives.  The fear that persons we love will leave us, whether thru death or rejection.  As one young woman expressed it to me about her own life, “My life has been a tragedy, it has been departure after departure, pain upon pain, and it’s eating my guts out.  People constantly run in and out, sometimes caring but most of the time not.  Once I wrote a song, you’re always leaving, and I’m always coming, and I don’t know which way to be running.  Where do I go?”  

Well, today I want to talk to you about a promise, one of the greatest promises ever given.  And here it is, “I am with you always.”  Now that promise can be taken literally, and if you trust the one who made it completely, you’ll never again walk alone.  

We’re going to do two things today.  First we’ll talk about how we can have a stable relationship with Jesus, and second we’re going to talk about how we can have permanent relationships with each other.    Relationships that time or tensions, or separation, or even death can never destroy.  
Now right now I don’t know what you’re doing.  Some of you may just be getting up; some may just be preparing to go to religious assembly.  Others may be preparing to go nowhere, or maybe you’d like to.  Some would even like to be going to church, but you feel you can’t, it’s not worth it.  You’ve lost touch.  Other things have crowded it out, and still, you’re not completely happy with that.  But you don’t know what to do.  Don’t know how to get from the way you feel to the point of doing something about it.  What you’d really like is to feel right about yourself, to feel right about your relationship to God.  You sense some vague sort of need in that area, but for you,  Jesus is now pretty far away, and you just haven’t been able to figure   out how to get from you are to where he is, and you’ve about given up trying.   

Just before Jesus ascended he called his decisplies to him and he gave them these beautiful words. 

“All authority in heaven and on Earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.  Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And lo I am with you always to the close of the age.”  

Now here’s that promise again.  “I will be with you always.”  I guess the question is how?  How will he be with us?  Many have tried to stay close to him, but something always seems to happen, you know what I mean?  At times you feel especially good.  Perhaps you’ve had a good experience and special worship, you’ve felt so close to God, and you found yourself wishing you could feel that way all the time.  Or you’ve been to some special religious meeting where there was a lot of activity, a lot of inspiration, and fellowship, and you came away feeling that you were on top of the mountain, and wishing the feeling would never leave.  

I believe that people sometimes reach out for some kind of special religious experience in an effort to find some tangible sign that will assure them the presence of God in their lives.  Satan tempted Jesus that way.   Satan felt if Jesus were going to trust God as fully as he claimed that he ought to have some visible sign from God which would assure him of his presence, but Jesus rejected that approach.   You don’t rest your faith in God’s nearness on such matters.  Faith is not dependant on some special experience like speaking in tongues, or some special miracle of healing.  This is not the way your bible directs you into a close relationship with Jesus.  
Well if not that way, how does one know the presence of God?  Jesus gives at least part of the plan in the words we’ve read from him.  In a word he says, “You’d be with me in my mission and I’ll never leave you.”  He ties his presence, with his work.   Where his work has been carried out, you can expect to find him.  That’s true of the church; it’s true of each Christian’s life.   Let’s look more closely.  
First to have a close relationship with Jesus, we must accept his total authority over all things.  Have you thought of this possibility?  Especially in a world where everybody and his brother is trying to tell you what to do, what to believe, where to go, what to buy, how to live your life.  Sometimes you get so confused you don’t whom to listen to.  Here’s the answer.  Listen to the instruction of Jesus.  Let him have the total rule of your life, your plans, your body, your emotions, your dreams.  He’s the greatest person who ever lived.  Even by the testimony of his enemies, and he offers to direct your life.  Have you caught the vision of that possibility?  

Instead of looking up and seeing a host of people and hearing a myriad of voices all telling you what to do.  That whole stage suddenly clears and one central figure emerges.  Jesus!   The Son of God, the Son of Man.   He knows what a human life should be, and he loves you.  He’s shown that in his willingness to put his life down for you.  So here’s one who wants to help you live your life in Joy and Love.  Who wants you to know true freedom, and who assures you that your life will get better as the years pass, instead of worse.  The more you think about this the more appealing it gets.  Bringing all of your life and putting it down before him who loves you, for instruction.  Now you think about that.     
Second, to those who accept his authority he offers the invitation to share his dream for the world.  He offers you a special place in his company, a place of work and service.  Go spread the news and disciple the nations he says.  People are wondering about over the earth, burdened, numb, and without purpose.  Go tell them the good news that they can be forgiven.  That they can start life over again.  That they can share in the meaningful work of lifting up those around us.  That they can learn once again how to give a cup of cold water, how to feed a hungry person.  How to clothe the naked, and visit the imprisoned.  You learn to live for people.  Now you can be involved with him in this kind of work, you can have a part in telling others.  You want to be close to him?  Join in his work, and you’ll be close, that’s a promise.  His promise.  He’s never deserted anyone who was with him on the field of battle.  He is always there.  
Third, to be with Christ we must be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is with us in baptism.  Now the New Testament doesn’t tell us of many specific events in which Jesus is always present, but of those it does give, baptism is among them.  Jesus and baptism are so close, that all of those who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  You see, it’s the presence of Jesus that makes baptism beautiful.  He’s there in death, burial, and resurrection.  The very heart of the good news of forgiveness.  Take Jesus out of baptism, and it’s a mere external action, a church ordinance.  Put Jesus in baptism, and even the heavens rejoice.  

Fourth, we share in the teaching of those who have been deciplied.  We all become especially attentive to what Jesus has commanded.  The reason for this is, in his commandments, we find the secrets of our humanity.  His commandments are the seeds of the kind of human life we ought to live.  Many have tried to become human by depositing the wrong kind of seed in their hearts and minds.  There are seeds that can make you richer or more famous, but not necassarily more human in the right sense of that term.  There are seeds that are designed to build your ego.  Sometimes so big that it’s weight destroys you.   And there are seeds that feed illusions about ourselves and what’s important in this world, but so many of these seeds fail to lead us to happiness.   In contrast, Jesus offers us the right instruction for life.  Plant his seeds in your heart and you will grow to be a healthy, productive, happy and joyous person, no matter what the circumstances of your life may be, no matter what the future holds.  This is the kind of life that nothing on this earth can destroy, or make unhappy.  And that’s a promise.  

I value the instruction of Jesus so much that, well I let him call a little staff meeting each morning, and in that quiet time I listen to his words of instruction.  My orders for the day.  He sent us twenty-seven memos to read and study.  Now if your boss sends you a memo, you read it carefully, very carefully, and that’s the way I read the memos we’ve been sent from Jesus.  Read them this way and there’re more exciting than ever.  You know I even join him in a working lunch sometimes.  We have these sorts of things in the business world.  Why not in the business of our lives?  What better way to spend a working lunch than with one of the memos that God sent that tells you how to live?  I’m telling you’re not alone in this world; at least you don’t have to be.  We’ve just forgotten how close a relationship to God we can really have.  And what that would mean in terms of the anxieties we carry, the relationships with people we sustain, the questions about our lives that dog our heals.  You can hardly imagine how relaxing it is to be free from the burden of trying to preserve the youth of our lives.  Knowing down deep that there’s no way we can win that, and yet we go on trying anyway.  Now that’s enough to discourage a person.         
How different to have found some instruction that lets you live each day, and  each year relaxed, able to enjoy the special pleasures of that particular time of your life never having to attempt recovering past life, past dreams, past hopes, past strength, but able to take each day for what it is, and live it to the fullest.  You can know this kind of life, all of us can.  For me this is a special year because this is the year in which I turn forty.   And you know what, the things we just said, they work.  Their true, they’ve been true in my life.  

And so here Jesus gives up four important insights on developing a close relationship with him.  One, I accept his authority over all things including your life.  Two, join him in his work of spreading the good news   of life and forgiveness.  Three, be baptized in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit.  And four, be attentive to the instruction and commandments of Jesus.   Is this the way you’ve attempted to be close to him?  What one or more of those have you left out?  Is it time to do something about it now?  I’d like to hear from you if I can help in any way.  

There’s still one other aspect of this promise, and this is an exciting aspect.  Because Jesus has promised to be with us forever, we’re a forever people, now you think that thru for a few moments.  A forever people.  That would certainly cure our fear that we will be left deserted, abandoned by those we love wouldn’t it?  The promise is that Jesus will never leave you, and because he’s made that promise good to us, we can say to you, we will never leave you.  Have you ever thought of God’s family this way?  As a forever people, a people who have no plans for never going out of business.  They’ll never throw a big sale, they’ll never sell out.  And because of that we can say to people every day, you come over and be a part of us and we’ll never leave you, we’ll never go away.  

Here’s a young mother who’s been left alone, two children.  That can be a frightening thing.  What’s she do?  Well, we can say to her, “come over and be with us.  We’ll never leave you, we’ll help you, love you, and all that we have is yours.  From now on we’re your people, you can depend on us, you can trust us, and we’re your forever family.”  Perhaps a young person is out there, he or she has had problems at home, and relationships have broken down completely.  And they feel so left out and alone.  Just tell them to come over to this family.  We’ll be with them never leave them out.  We’ll be with them forever.  We’ll even help in some instances to build their bridge back to the people they love.  Isn’t this part of what God’s family is all about?  Isn’t this the kind of place, the kind of assurance that people need?  

I saw this work recently in the life of a couple I’ve known for several years as special friends.  I’d been in school with them several years ago and they had married and had two children reared them, one’s now in college, the other finishing high school, and then last year happened.  The doctor informed Sue she was pregnant.  And later during an examination the doctor said, “Sue, I’m sure I hear two heartbeats. I want you to go have an x-ray right away.”   Well she went, and the technician came out smiling brightly and said, “Sue, triplets.” 

Now here’s a couple, almost forty, with triplets.  Now how are they going to handle that?  Well, with the help of the forever family their part of.  A woman’s class for example provided them with a diaper service.  You can imagine what a relief that was.  And others organized and saw to it that she had full time help every single day at no cost.  They gave Sue and Lee encouragement, and love.  They even insist on taking the children on some weekends and freeing both Lee and Sue just to go off together and spend the weekend alone.  It’s been beautiful to watch this.  They’re a part of God’s family.  A part of a church, and that’s part of what I’m talking about.  

But still further, Jesus promise to be with us forever, has not only made us a forever family, it has also enabled us to make and keep promises to others.  In marriage for example, people in whom Jesus lives forever can make forever promises, and that’s what marriage is, isn’t it?   Till death do us part.  But not many make that kind of promise today, over one million divorces in the United States last year.  Not many people it seems can promise to be with a person till death, and our marriages, our homes suffer as a result. What marriage really is, are two people looking deep into each other’s eyes, and saying, others may come and go in your life, but I never will.  If you get sick, I’ll care for you, feed you, bath you, I’ll do anything for you.  Except leave you.  I’ll never leave you. 
 
Because Jesus has promised to be with us forever we can really say that to a mate.  I think our children need to be taught this very carefully.  Too many of them are now taking promises too lightly.  They don’t know the seriousness of a person’s word, and promise.  And as a result the carelessly make and break promises to their own harm.  You can’t build a great human life out of broken promises.  

Our homes will be better when our lives are better.  When men know how to be men, and women know how to be women.  Then they have a better chance of being better husbands and wives, and mothers and fathers, it’s just hard to know how to be a husband when you’ve never learned how to be a man.  And it’s hard to be a good wife, if you’ve never learned what it is to be a good woman.  And this promise speaks directly to that.  If Jesus is with us, we’re learning what it is to be a man and a woman.  He knows what the pattern should be, and he knows what to accomplish that pattern in a human life.  You know what I think the tragedy is today?  That we’re so close to such a resource and don’t know it.  

Friendship is also affected by this promise.  Jesus is teaching us what it means to be with a person forever.  He’s shown us the way to do it and that’s why we can now have friendships that never break up, even if the friends are separated and rarely see each other.  Friendships based on this promise go on no matter what.   “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  Do you have a friend that would die for you?  Well if you don’t you could have, because such is a possibility now for everyone.  A few people have all ready learned how to be the friend who will never, ever leave you.   
Would you like a real relationship with Jesus?  You see, you can have it.  Accept his authority, share his work, unite with him in baptism, and he promises that he’ll be with you forever.  You can depend on that, and you can trust him, he will never fail, he will never forsake you.  I’m wondering if we might help each other find greater meaning in this promise.  I’d sure be willing to try.  You might want to jot down your thoughts and share them in a letter.  I’d like that.  

About a year ago I was counseling with a college student had a very heavy travel schedule, and really couldn’t maintain a weekly contact with him, and sometimes I would hear it in his voice either when he was in my office or on the telephone.  I could hear him say that he really wanted to be with me but he kind of understood that he kind of didn’t.  And then one day I think it dawned on me, that what the real fear was, he was afraid I would leave.  That somehow the relationship would be broken, and that we wouldn’t see each other.  So during one of our meetings, I want you to look at me very carefully and I want to tell you something, and I don’t want you ever to forget it.  I called him by name and I said, “I’ll never leave you.  I’ll never ever leave you, there may be times we can’t visit, there may be times when it’s hard to find time to talk on the telephone, but you never have to worry that the relationship has been strained or that it’s about to come apart, that it doesn’t mean that. Whether we’re together or whether we’re apart, I’ll never leave you.”  Somehow that seemed to be very reassuring to him, and I feel that it would be very reassuring to an awfully lot of people today.  People just need people; we need someone to be with us.  We need that on a spiritual level first.   Jesus is that promise.  He promises to be with you forever, he’ll never leave you, even when it comes time to die, and then on just a level of everyday living.  He’s taught us how to be with each other, and I’d like you to really investigate this possibility.  Here is a place where you can be found and where your life can take on new meaning.  I hope to hear from you.              
