How to get up in the morning


Second Timothy, chapter four.  Gary we really appreciate that theme, that is just really superb, that is one that you did around.  I just when that was over I wanted you to go back and do that over again.  I thought that we were just kind of getting in the in sync with that.  And I don’t know if you’re aware of it but the one we just did, there’s more to your story, there’s a theme in that becomes quiet common in many of our series and studies and seminars that we do in various parts of the country. And Gary just this week you know he’s a song writer in addition to a leader and Gary wrote the words to that song this week and wrote the music for it.  And so really that’s brand new.  Just off the press as I think he mentioned a night or so ago and I’m liking it, and my favorite part is after you get all the way thru two stanzas and then you elevate it just a little bit and strike out again, because there’s more to your story and aren’t you thankful for that.  More to our story.  And finding there’s more to the story has been the challenge that we’ve tried to live and get into this week. I’d like before beginning tonight to just say thanks to everyone who has had a part in making this series again possible.  We’ve just a, it’s been kind of a tradition that the eight one has been held here in St Louis and I think probably five or six of them in this very place.  Here in the machinist hall and it’s just a nice place for us to meet and people have come from various parts of the country and have ridden busses and I don’t know what else and I don’t know of anyone who came on a mule this year or not but however you came we’re very glad you came and several have been working in the city here just greeting people and loving people from door to door and some of you hare here tonight because someone cared enough to come by and knock on your door and sometimes if you’re on the other side of that door that can even be a little irritating sometimes.  You know your right in the middle of washing your hair and something and somebody knocks on the door and you go out and here’s this bright smiling face that looks like you ought to be just thrilled to death to see them.  But you know on the other side of that you know it’s kind of frightening to go up and knock on door because you’d be surprised sometimes o what’ on the other side of the door.  And I had a friend who knocked on doors allot and he knocked on a door and a man came to the door and really was scowling and told him to get out and he didn’t have time for him, didn’t want to fool with him and I don’t know, just had allot to say and slammed the door in his face.  And my friend just walked around behind the house knocked on the back door, and as soon as the man opened the door he said, whew, am I glad to see a smiling face, you should have seen the guy I just talked to.  And the man said well come on in let’s have a cup of coffee.  

Human relationships really that’s what part of our story at least is about, and I think that the finest mix in the world is when we have human relationships that are based on a divine relationship. When you find someone that will try to love you, and try to care for you the way Jesus knew how to love and care for people.  Now you’ve found a rare and rich treasure.  If your door has been knocked on.  Kerrie had her door knocked on this week.  And you know what that knock meant on Kerrie’s door?  That her life changed.  Kerry just became a Christian last night, must have been around midnight wasn’t it?  Eleven o’clock.  That’s kind of a birthday isn’t it?  Always can remember that.  And so in addition to all the things that have happened here this is what it’s really all about.  We’re really glad that you’ve come each night and we know some of you have come some distance and you take out three or four hours from the time you get ready and come and get back home and we’re thankful for it.  

Second Timothy, four.  Verse six.  This is a man who is facing imminent death and he is facing violent death.  A death by execution and an execution by what all we can tell was by beheading.  And so he’s if you could have seen him, he would have born the scares of many battles.  He’d been beaten up many times, literally.  He’d been robbed in the course of his work in his world.  He’d been beaten with stripes several times; he’d been stoned and left for dead.  He’d suffered ship wreck, he knew what peril was.  And he had done it all really not for himself but for people.  To carry the name that we’ve talked about this week, to make it known to others.  To bring God’s love, to bring his message, to bring his truth to people.  He’d been in prison in jails several times.  Fact of the matter is one can just hardly believe the kind of hardship that this man who wrote these words had endured to receive nothing for it, in terms of material rewards.  Lot of heartache, but he was a person who never did give up.  No matter what happened to him, he never gave up.  

I dare say that this man suffered more disappointment, more disilusiment had more calls for depression, suffered more loneliness, suffered more abuse and more wrong doing than almost if not anybody that you can think of tonight.  And all for others.  And so he comes down, he’s been imprisoned for the last time.  And he’s writing a letter to one of his close friends and brothers.  And if you’d look at twenty one, as he encourages Timothy to come he says do your best to come before winter.  Maybe not knowing whether he would live into the winter.  And so at verse six he said, for I am already on the point of being sacrificed.  He knew that his execution date was at hand.  The time of my departure has come.  And the word departure is a rich little word.  It has the vivid imagery of one who unties a little boat and puts it out sea.  Then he said, I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Hence forth, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord the righteous judge will award to me on that day, and not only to me, now that’s characteristic of this man, he never really thought in terms of just himself.  No matter what he said about himself, he was just a breath away from including everybody else.  And so he says, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his that is Jesus appearing.  

Let us pray:  Father we are inspired tonight at the historical records of some of the most valiant people who have ever lived on the Earth.  We’re so prune to live for ourselves that it’s encouraging to us to read of those who have lived for others.  We sense in ourselves sometimes a feeling of loss as we live in service to ourselves.  We marvel at the sense of fulfillment that is expressed in the words of this one who lived for others.  And so we pray tonight that regardless of where we are as individuals, no matter what the concerns of our hearts may be, no matter what burdens we may carry tonight, no matter what confusion may have lodged itself into our hearts, we ask for courage to look again at the way your son has offered to us.  We ask it in his name, Amen.

How to get up in the morning, now that’s a good title, you have to admit.  I’m not sure what all we’re going to do with it tonight, but the titles good.  And it’s a strange thing that we would have to think up a title like that, how to get up in the morning.  Because that is a little experience really that we do, most people do at least all of their lives is that they get up in the morning.  And yet there is a challenge you will admit about getting up in the morning that you almost never really completely conquer.  I know people that have already lived, literally now sixteen whole years and still haven’t learned how to get up in the morning.  Now you think moving from a prone position to an upright position wouldn’t be such a difficult task who have been blessed such intelligence.  And yet it really is.  And so there are people I’m sure that are here tonight who have lived already in the world sixteen years.  Now if I had a little calculator I’d compute that for you and show you how many morning you’ve had to learn how to get up.  And still haven’t learned to get up.  But if that’s baffling to you, I know people who are sixty years old and who in sixty years have never learned how to get up in the morning.  Now is that discouraging?  

I have a feeling that the way we get up in the morning may have an awfully lot to do with the very nature of our entire lives.  Now I’m not talking about the chemistry aspects.  You say, well I’m not a morning person, I’m a night person.  Okay, so you’re a night person.  Now whenever you do get into your morning and you do get to the time when you get up, what I’m really asking for tonight is.  What kind of spirit do you get up with?  Now I don’t have any spirit in the morning.  Well, I mean after you have recovered, at whatever time, say its noon before you really get going.  What kind of spirit do you really bring to your day?  Now I’ve shared with allot of you how I get up in the morning.  I love the morning, like to get up in the morning.  I don’t care what time I go to bed I can’t wait to get back out in the morning.  Love the morning time, it’s fresh and it’s wonderful and the birds sing like no other time of the day and the air is crisp and clear like at no other time of the day.  I’m telling you it is just marvelous and if you’re a late sleeper you’re just missing out on the most wonderful time of the whole day and you said, okay, get on with the message.  Get on with it.  But I like the mornings and I like to get up and I say when I first get up, this is the day the Lord has made, let’s rejoice and be glad in it.  I say it every morning.  That just kind of fills my tank with gas. Gets me going right.  And then I go over to the window.  I always check the outdoors, just to be certain that everything is about like I left it the night before.  To see if anything has changed and somehow that just helps me to get started.  

But do you know why sometimes it’s hard to get up in the morning?  It’s because of your dreams.  Bad dreams.  Some people are getting up, after having fought nightmares all night long.  And what’s even worse than that is we are trying to get up not only with last night’s nightmares but yesterdays nightmares.  And the night before that, and the day before that.  Because most people don’t have any way to shake off yesterdays mistakes.  Most people don’t even know how to shake off yesterday’s burdens.  We don’t know how to shake off yesterday’s griefs.  And therefore having no way to shake off the burdens of yesterday, and the mistakes of yesterday we are accumulating a burden that gets heavier everyday that we live.  No wonder the back soon bows. Day after day constantly accumulating burdens, failures and mistakes, and no way to get free of them.  Now pretty soon that’s really going to disturb your excitement about getting up.

And then, what kind of day do you face today?  That you’re going to face a day today that is like yesterday. Yesterday if it was kind of a bummer your liable to feel that you’re getting up to another day that probably won’t be any better.  Because nothing has happened between yesterday and this morning that perhaps gave you any better understanding about how to live your life.  You may arise as rather confusion as the years go by, and if there’s anything that complicates the matter and makes it even worse, it is the prospect of no change for all your future tomorrows.  When you carry the burden of the past and the dullness of the present and the promise of a whole string of tomorrows that probably won’t be any different, how in the world could you get up in the morning with excitement?  You couldn’t.  And I feel that the problem with getting up basically is that we do not understand the meaning of those days, we don’t understand what we’re really to do in those days, we don’t understand how to make those days really count and we do not know how to appreciate the gifts of a day and therefore we just don’t have all that much to get to. 

Now, I know that that’s partially true because if you’re really looking forward to something it’s easy to get up.  If it’s a young man who loves to fish and he’s going to go on a big fishing trip you got to leave at four o’clock in the morning probably you’re awake before somebody comes in and tells you it’s time to get up.  You may never have gone to sleep if you were really excited about it.  The excitement that comes from expectation, or perhaps if you’re going to fly on a plane, you’ve never flown before.  In the morning you have to be out there by six o’clock to catch the plane and to do that you have to get up about four thirty.  And really it’s not much of a problem to get up because there’s something new that’s out there.  Or if you were going to meet someone early in the morning or anytime during the day that you haven’t seen for a long time and that you really love.  Someone who’s going to return, someone who’s coming back.  You would be so excited and there would be so much expectation you’d be looking forward to that loving reunion so much that you would look forward to getting up.  But if you don’t have anything that’s really exciting to get up to and if you don’t have any person that you don’t look forward to seeing, you don’t have much excitement about getting up.  If there’s nothing new.  

You know, I want to let you in on a little secret.  Do you know that every single day of our lives is a new day.  Don’t you love things that are shinny and new?  You like to get into a car that’s brand new, you get in there and you sit down and you smell that newness.  I can smell it right now.  And the thing that we’re missing is that there is a way to live in the world so that every single day you live is a new day.  That Christians always live with newness.  We’re a new creation.  We’re new creatures.  We’re getting up to something that’s new everyday and therefore it’s not an accumulation of old things, but rather it’s the looking forward to the brightness of a new horizon every day.  Even when you’re getting up to the same family, same husband, wife, children, parents.  Going to the same school, the same job.  Listen there is a way to live so that every single day it’s new.  It’s just new.  Now, if we could just live like that it would be kind of exciting.  

Now the one we read about tonight said, I have fought a good fight and what a fight it has been.  Now if you were going to die right now, would you be able to say, I have fought a good fight?  Would you be able to say that?  You say, I don’t even know what the battle is.  Well listen tonight, if you don’t know what the fight is all about, let’s get that straight right now.  Don’t you get up another day not knowing which battle is the right battle for you to fight?  Let’s see if we can get that clear tonight.  Now, we’ve already learned this week that the right battle isn’t simply to get a little more of this world goods, that’s not the right battle.  The right battle isn’t simply to get another handful of prestige or status.  Those aren’t the right battles because you can’t preserve those battles.  What is the right battle?  I believe that the right battle to fight, the right battle to get up to every day is to find another human being and love them and receive them and encourage, and lift them in your wisdom of what Jesus has done in our lives.  I believe that every day the battle is for people.  That that’s what it’s for, every day. That is what the battle is for.  It is for people.  

The battle is not people.  The enemy is not people, it’s not anybody in your family, it’s not anybody in your church, it’s not anybody in your school, and it’s not anybody at work.  People are never enemies.  People are what we’re fighting for.  We are fighting for each other.  We’re fighting for each other’s kindness, for each other’s freedom, for each others forgiveness, for each other’s friendships, and relationships.  We are fighting for each other’s joy.  And do you know you’ve probably already discovered in your life that you do not enjoy anything that you’re really not fighting for, for somebody else.  And if you’re fighting for somebody else’s love I promise you, you’re going to have more love than you can nearly receive.  And if you’re fighting for somebody else’s joy, you’re going to know joy like you’ve never known it.  And if you’re fighting for someone else’s victory and successes you’re going to know victory and success like you’ve never known.  If you fight for someone else’s acceptance of other individuals you’re going to know more acceptance than you’ve ever dreamed.  Listen, the battle is for people.   

How do I know that?  It’s because that’s what Jesus came to fight for.  If he is our model, if he is the Son Of God that we have like we have advanced tonight here, then he is the perfect one, he is the one whose steps we are trying to follow, and when he said what his mission was, and what his battle was we can take it on good information that that is what our battle ought to be as well.  And he said I have come to seek and to save people who are lost, people who are confused, people who don’t know how to get up in the morning, people who don’t know what life is about, people who do not know for what they should fight, people who do not know how to relate to one another, people who do not know how to love themselves.  He said I have come down to seek and to save them.  To make them healthy.  That’s what the word saves means.  It means to make you healthy, to make you whole, to make you happy, to fill you up with a kind of life that you know is a fulfilled life.  That’s why he came.  He came for people.  And he said they that are whole don’t need a position, but they who are sick, He even qualifies the particular ones that you’re to go for.  That every day as you go about your work, as you go about your schooling, as you go about your leisure.  You are also aware of and concerned for other people.  

Now, wouldn’t you love to know somebody was fighting for you?  Now these people right here tonight, if you’re visiting with us tonight.   There are allot of these folks right here who’d go to the wall for this little skinny bag of bones.  They’ll fight for me.  Wont you? Oh yeah!  Good, had me scared there for a second.  And do you know what?  I’m weak.  I’m not strong and I need people to fight for me.  I need these younger ones to fight for me.  I need to hear them say sometimes, hey baldy, you’re okay.  That helps me.  Now, what are you doing when you’re fighting for me?  You’re telling me I’m okay.  You’ve been taught that I’m okay.  And we just need to extend that.  I’ll fight for you.  I will.  You say well that wouldn’t amount to all that much.  Listen, I may be not so big, but I’m a wiry little rascal. And there’s something, you know what I believe.  

Boy, Jesus would fight for people.  And I’m telling you he taught some people, he taught a little company of people, he taught them how to go out and fight for people.  And they went all over Jerusalem and they challenged principalities and powers, they challenged governors and kings, they challenged professors, they challenged philosophers, they challenged people who were in all kinds of business, they would challenge anything, they would look right squarely right into the mouth of a lion and not flinch if it were for somebody.  

Here we are living in a society and we put down Christ, we put down the Christian faith, we put down the kind of love which Jesus would exemplify that we can share with one another, we put all those things down when it’s the same thing that every single one of us needs the most.  I don’t understand how in the world we can do that, unless we just haven’t had our thinking straightened out.  

Listen, when Paul says I have fought the good fight what was he fighting for?  He was fighting for people.  Which ones?  People over in Ephesus, people in Corinth, people over in Philippi.  He dreamed for fighting for people over in Spain, fighting for people over in Rome, fighting for people who were in the prisons.  He went to bat for a jailer that put him in jail, and was holding him prisoner.  Put his feet in   socks.  Kept him in the old dank, smelly prison, rats running everywhere, and Paul fought for him.  The man came running in after a big earthquake and opened all the doors in the prison and said, you know sirs, what must I do?  And Paul told him.  What’s he doing?  He’s fighting for him.  That’s why we came to your door Kerrie.  We wanted to fight for you.  Makes you feel better doesn’t it.

Who are these church folks?  Listen, their soldiers and one of their duties is to fight for one another. Not fight each other, no that’s not right.  But fight for one another.  We’ll go to bat for you, we’ll  go to war for you, and we’ll defend you right down to the very loss of our very lives.  That coming thru okay?  Folks you need it?  Sure we need it.  That’s what we’re doing in this fellowship, that’s what our faith is all about.  Listen, people need one another.  We don’t need to say that do we, it’s almost a cliché.  But we do, we need each other, we need people.

I remember reading not long ago of a story from the war and there had been a tremendous battle.  During one of the pauses of battle one of the men realized that his buddy, his best buddy had been wounded and left behind.  And he said to his commanding officer, I want to go back in and get him.  The commanding officer said, don’t do it.  The man just couldn’t be restrained and went back into the thick of that battle and came back in a little while carrying the body of his dead friend.  And during the process he himself had received a mortal wound, and the commanding officer looked at him and said, it wasn’t worth it.  And the dying man said, oh it was worth it.  In Jesus Christ then we would really be able to relate to those words, Jim I knew you’d come.  That makes it worth it doesn’t it? Do you know if we really knew God as he really is, do you know that we would have been expecting him to come?  We’d have expected him.  We wouldn’t have been surprised.  We would have expected him.  Because God knows how to be your friend.  Jesus knows how to be your friend.  And I don’t care how beaten down you get, I don’t care what kind of wounds you sustain none of that really counts.  Listen if you know this friend, I promise you that before you die, you’ll be able to say, I knew you’d come.  

And then when you put with that some people who have bound themselves together in the fellowship, who are really battling for each other, who are fighting for each other, who are defending each other, then you’ve really got something.  And we need to do a little bit more of that occasionally.  Just to go out fighting for people.  Now, when you go to the office what are you going to do in the office.  You go into the office you’re going to put out some paperwork and make some telephone calls and do all that, but you have another mission that will outlast what you’re doing to pay the bills.  And that is to let everybody in that office know that you’re the kind of person who will go to the wall for them.  That you’ll fight for them.  You’ll share their battles for them.  That you’re interested in them, that you care about them, and you want them, and that you would go on any mission of rescue to any distance, at any hour, under any circumstances for them because they just happen to be that important to you.  You let them know that importance in a thousand ways.  In the way you say thank you, in the way you notice them, in calling attention to their strengths, in helping them to see their importance and significance.

Do the people in your office know that your main business in the world is to fight for them?  Do your friends at school know that?  Is that just in your nature?  That you’re going out for people.  Loving, fighting for, and when you see someone that’s getting the little end of the stick, boy that’s when everything in you comes to the rescue.  When you see someone sustaining a wound, that’s when you’re moved with compassion and you go running.  And when you see somebody that’s been ridiculed and laughed at, listen what you do is you run right over there and stand beside them and tell that crowd, Listen you don’t laugh at him without laughing at me.  Got that?  You do that one or two times and you don’t know what friendship is.

If you’re going to ridicule them then you’re going to ridicule me.  If you’re going to hurt them then you’re going to hurt me, don’t forget it.  We just need that kind of spirit among us don’t we?  Here we are languishing, we’re languishing with loneliness and feel that we are cut off and we can’t relate, and we’re crying out for fellowship and when we get together sometimes on Sunday morning, sometimes on Sunday night, sometimes on Wednesday night and almost perpetuate.  Listen we really let one another know that we’re special because God has cared for us and made us in his image, he’s loved us and died for us and that we’ll do anything for them.  

John says, the way you love one another is to lay down your life for one another.  Paul said, I have fought the good fight and listen, do you know this just works wonders in your day.  Person says, I don’t have anything to get up to.  You don’t?  Do you see any people when you get up?  Don’t you meet some folks that need some love?  That needs some encouragement, that needs some joy.  You say, well I don’t have that many opportunities.  Do you have a husband, fight for him. No, don’t fight him, fight for him.  Do you have a wife?  Fight for her.  Don’t damage either one of them because one of the supreme reasons for being married is for the wife to deliver her husband to God intact.  And for the husband to deliver his wife to God intact.  And when you’re doing that it just makes that come out an awfully lot better.  But you see even in marriage we forget that we are still battling for people.  You battle for your husband, you battle for your wife, you battle for your sons, you battle for your daughters.  And if they don’t have anybody to fight for them their chances of finding victory in this world is almost nil.  Let’s quit spearing one another and start fighting for one another.  I have fought the good fight.

Now what are you going to do when you get a few setbacks?  Well this particular one, he was in a city one time fighting for some folks and they kind of turned on him and picked up some rocks and stoned him and dragged him out of the city and finally threw him down in the dust and finally left him for dead.  And the blood was running from his wounds and staining the sand in which he was lying and he was unconscious and finally he shakes his head to clear himself and the pain racks his body and he kind of comes to and thinks, hmmm, I believe I’ll go back.  Going to go back?  Look at yourself; don’t you know what they did to you?  Why would you go back?  He would look at you with the most bewilderment.  Why would I go back?  Do you know whose back there?  There are people back there.  People that are made in the image of God, people for whom my Lord has already laid down his life.  It is unthinkable that I wouldn’t go back for them.  That’s the right spirit.  I have fought a good fight.  

Now lots of things are feed in when you live with this spirit because you suffer depression and you wonder how to get over your depression.  You know the only way I’ve ever found to get over depression is to just give my depressed self to somebody in an encouraging way.  That’s the only way I know how to deal with it.  I can’t talk myself out of it.  Now I do little tricks sometimes.  If I get the miserable’s and I get down on myself, I sometime say, okay Landon why don’t we just really do this up in style.  I’m going to give you ten minutes and I want you to really be miserable, I mean I want you to be so depressed and I just get down and I get in the most uncomfortable position and I just see how depressed I can get and I mean I just get so heavy I can hardly support my own weight and I’m just depressed, I’m depressed.  You know pretty soon that gets old.  That just can get old fast. 

 Because you see we take our eyes off the real struggle, the real battle and we allow them to look down inside.  And there’s no greater ugliness when a person turns his eyes in such a way that he can only see down inside himself.  Your eyes weren’t even made to look at you.  They were made to look at others; you have to have a mirror to look at you.  I can’t see my eyes at all.  I can get around in every kind of direction and in no way, I can’t even see my hair. Look at the way I look, it’s natural for me to look at you.  And it’s natural for you to look at me.  You say are you belabored, no listen you can’t belabored because we’re not doing each other right.  People aren’t doing each other right and they don’t know how to care for one another, they don’t how to be concerned, they don’t know how to relate to one another.  They don’t know what the real battle is.  This is the real battle and it just changes our whole perspective of what our jobs are about and what all these other things that we do are really about.  It attaches them to something that is really significant.  

And then next he says, I have finished my course.  Now, what’s his course?  Well it’s going to be close to his battle isn’t it?  Knowing what to fight for he’s going to, that’s going to tell you an awfully lot about what the course is.  Now here’s what you don’t want to do with your course.  You do not want to live and fight and die for a course that if the hour of your departure demands that you walk away from everything that you fought for and for every crown that you ran for.  That doesn’t make sense.  You do not want to fight and run simply for the crown that will canker or will rot, or that you leave on a shelf while you die and go on your journey.  Now those crowns can be okay and their fine in their place, but I’m just saying that you’ll get terribly depressed if that’s what you’re running for the day that you suddenly wake up and realize that you no longer have strength to run that race and to win that race.  Aren’t there more valuable races to run, more valuable courses, aren’t there more valuable crowns than a few coins than a few trophies, aren’t there more valuable things for people to go for?  Aren’t there any more valuable crowns to be won than a crown of just knowing how to love, knowing how to care, knowing how to treat folks?  Isn’t that a crown?

There are people who live all their lifetime and never learn that.  Here as a man who could get up every morning, who could stare death in the eye and be unafraid because he knew what course he as running and knew it so clearly that he knew where he was along the way and could know when he was half thru, three quarters thru and now in this passage he said, I have finished the course.  I’ve been running a race and now it’s over.  

Now I don’t know quite how to put this but I just know this.  That if you ever get your life in sync or even close to the will of the one who made you, you’re going to have a sense of completeness like you never dreamed could exist in a human life.  The problems of aging will only be tiny, tiny problems that you deal with.  If you really know what your course is, if you really know what the race is, and if you’re really in sync with your life is in harmony with the rhythm of the universe.  If you are really in tune with what is most real in the world, and what is most real in the universe it gives you a sense of constant completeness.  A finishedness that you can’t imagine.  Now I think there are lots of people in here tonight who would say that’s true.  I’ve found in my own life just a wonderful sense of completeness.  And so in getting up for a day, you see first of all you know what to fight for and that’s people.  And you know what kind of race you’re going to run, you’re not going to go after things that you have leave behind you when you die, but you’re going to choose some other treasures.  You’re going to pick out some things that are imperishable, you’re going to choose some things that are not going to diminish in returns but are going to grow richer as the years go by.  

And that’s why when two people marry and they have a family and they try to make the glue of that family simply an accumulation of things, that’s why when they grow older there are diminishing returns.  But if they concentrate on enriching their love, and enriching the love of others then they grow riper and richer with age.  It just knows which track to get on.  Don’t run a track that is filled with the things that death can destroy because you’ll lose everyone of them.  Get over on a track and begin reordering your priorities and values so that you have chosen the things in the world that are most important, and things that death can’t touch.  Things that are related to your inner life, that we learned earlier this week you can’t shake off.  That what you want to really protect is not simply a robe of flesh do the best job you can with that but know that that will one day be a losing battle, but what you must not forget is that on the inside there is an inner person.  And once it’s stripped of this physical frame and it’s exposed for what it really is, will it be rich, will it be beautiful, will it be appealing, will it be attractive?

If right now each one of us could just parade right across this stage and if we would stand right here and in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye suppose that this physical frame, this flesh, blood, bones and all of it.  Suppose it would vanish and we could see the heart, the real person standing there.  How many dwarfs would there be in this assembly?  How many spirits suffering from mal nutrition, how many that would be yellow and black with disease, how many would be withered with selfishness and bitterness?  Well that’s the way God sees you right now.  Nurture that, strengthen it and then when death unshrouds that spirit from the body there will be a thing that is beautiful, that will be there and that will be preserved forever and ever.  

And then he said, I have fought the good fight.  For I have kept the faith.  Here’s a great ephatat that I have, I wish that it could be written kind of as an ephatat for my life.  I’d like for somebody one day when I die say, he fought a good fight, he finished the course, and he kept the faith.  I’ve kept the faith.  Do you know how hard it is to keep the faith?  Do you know how hard it is in today’s unbelieving world to maintain faith that Jesus is the Christ the son of a living God?  Do you know how hard that is? Do you know how hard to go on believing sometimes this book contains truth that makes life rich and wonderful?  Do you know how hard it is to go on believing that the victory of Jesus is already won?  It’s a victory that is yours right now and will be your forever.  Do you know how hard that is?  Do you know how hard it is to keep the faith that keeps you praying day by day, saying our father which art in heaven?  Do you know how hard it is to keep the faith that says the way to joy and happiness is to live on behalf of others?  Do you know how hard it is to keep that faith?  Do you know how hard it is to keep the faith that says death is a second rate power and that your life is never ending?  Do you know how hard it is to keep that faith?  Do you know that one of the greatest testimonies that could ever be paid to a human being is to get thru this world and come down to the end of life and one day with faith intact?

When you think of what Paul had gone thru, and then you think of him coming down to the end, and being able to say, I have kept the faith.  And because I have kept the faith this has kept me on course and what about your time of depression Paul?  I kept the faith.  What about your times of loneliness Paul?  I kept the faith.  What about the times in which you were filled with disillusionment?  I kept the faith.  What about the times when people disappointed you?  I kept the faith.  You know sometimes the only kind of faith we think we have is a subjective faith that is inside us.  The most important faith in the world is the objective faith in Jesus Christ.  That’s the faith I want to hold onto. Sometimes my own faith is weak, sometimes my own faith is shabby, sometimes my own faith will not support me but you know what I do when my own faith is weak.  I just cling to the faith of Christ.  

When I cannot go on the energy that springs from my own ability and capacity to believe, what do I hold onto?  I just simply hug the cross.  And I’ve never hit a valley yet, I’ve never hit discouragement yet, I’ve never hit a depression yet.  That holding on to the cross didn’t see me thru.  What usually happens when misfortune hits us is we let go of Jesus, we let go of the cross and begin clinging to a faith in us that isn’t there.  And on this kind of faith we make ship wrecks of our spirits.  Listen what you hold onto is to simply what you feel.  And what you’re experiencing in your emotions, and what you’re able to conjure up in your own life.  But what you hold onto is something that’s objective, something that is historical, something that is real, something that is true.  You hug the cross.  And there has never been an individual who has bled in the last two thousand years who managed to hang on to the cross who ever failed.  The cross has (INAUDIBLE) in victory.  If you go down with Jesus you will be raised with Jesus.  If you go down alone you will be raised alone.  And the loneliness of time becomes your loneliness of eternity.  

And so when he says I have kept the faith that means that he had hung on.  Thru times of incredible discouragement he’d kept the faith.  Sometimes during your day you’re going to feel so out of it, and so out of touch, so past feeling that you will doubt absolutely everything that you’ve ever believed in your whole life.  Question:  Is that a disaster?  No!  Of course it’s not a disaster.  Hang on.  You say I can’t feel anything.  Hang on.  Try to say, Lord I can’t relate, I don’t feel anything, I feel away, I feel removed, I feel doubt, I feel depressed, I feel like you don’t hear me, I feel like all of this.  But don’t forget I’m not going to give up.  I mean here’s a little ole human being and he’s been kicked down and kicked down, and kicked down and abused and spat upon and ridiculed and he’s depressed and lonely and he’s in despair, and he’s contemplating suicide and all of those sorts of things have been crowding into his mind and he’s been trying to keep them off and pushed back and he just stays down there, listen if you can just look down and there’s a little twinkle in his eye and the little ole guy says, I’m not going to give up.  Not going to give up.  I will not give up.  I don’t care what happens to me whether it’s my mind, whether it’s my heart, I don’t care what you do to me I’m not going to do it, I’m not going to give up.  

Jesus, you’re going to be arrested.  Okay, I won’t give up.  You’re going to be tried with mock witnesses.  That’s alright.  I won’t give up.  You’re going to have to bury your own cross.  So what, I won’t give up.  You’re going to be lied about.  So what, I’m not going to give up.  You’re going to be mocked and jeered and ridiculed.  That’s alright.  I hate to go thru it all.  Because if they think they’re going to make me give up their wrong.  I’m not going to give up.  They’ll going to drive nails thru your hands and feet.  That’s alright, let them put the nails there, I’ll cringe, I may weep, I may cry out, I may wonder my God, my God why has thou forsaken me but the one thing that I won’t do and get this in your head and get it in thick fashion, I will not give up.  That’s right isn’t it?  

Now peace won the victory, he is on your side, he’s on my side.  And I don’t care what comes in my life, what comes in your life, let’s just make it solid tonight, let’s enter the convent once more, let’s make the commitment one more time, let’s take hold of the cross one more time, and let’s say by the power of almighty God who formed the heavens and the Earth, who made the mountains and the seas and the plains and who filled the oceans with water, and who has kept the world alive thru all of these thousands of years, by his power, I will not give up.  I won’t give up.  

Come down to the end and you say, I’ve kept the faith.  You almost have to snicker a little bit.  Every body’s tried to get your faith away from you.  Everything inside has tried to get it away, everything outside, has tried to get it away.  And when you finally come down to the end and you can look up and say, I kept the faith.  And when you can come down to the end and say I have kept the faith, don’t worry about the lonely experience of death.  That’s just a little bump on your journey.  You have lived and you have fought with a kind of people, you have tasted and touched, and experienced the kind of valiant leadership, you have come to know a kind of fellowship, you have come to know a kind of friendship that death has no power to destroy.  And so at the end let’s all say, I’ve kept the faith!  

How to get up in the morning, can’t give you any little gimmicks.  But I can tell you on good authority what to fight for.  Where the race is, what the right crown is, and what the faith is.  And if you keep that they’ll be lots of ups and downs in your life, you’ll sweet allot, you may cry allot, you may hurt allot, but I promise you that your finest hour will be your last one.. You won’t go out cringing and cowering and fearful.  You’ll be able to go out with all the nobility that God has bestowed upon you and that, that’s what courage is.  That’s what valor is.  I’m excited about death because we’re going to see more and more a group of people with kind of spirit.  Who are getting up with this kind of courage every day.  We’re going to see them out in the streets fighting for people.  Just like we’ve seen this week.  We’re going to see it more and more in the offices, and people and things and battles that we’ve kind of shied away from a little bit, more and more we’re going to be getting out there and fighting.  We’re not going to be afraid of anything.  We’re going to plunge right into the hearts of the city, St Louis, Chicago, New York City, Los Angeles, San Francisco.  We’re not going to be afraid of gayness, we’re not going to be afraid of prostitutes, were not going to be afraid of white collar criminals and blue collar criminals, we’re not going to be afraid of the jails, prisons, people who have placed in homes for the aged, people who have lost their mates, people who have lost their mothers or father, people who are dirty, we’re not going to be afraid of people with all colors of skin, we’re not going to be afraid of anything that’s happened to a human being because we’re going to be able to see thru the dust and the grime of many battles to a spirit that God love’s and seeks to reclaim.  And we’re going to fight for them.  That’s right.  

Tonight how do you get this faith?  There were a group of people on the first time this news was announced who ask the same question.  They said men and brethren, what shall we do.  They had learned that this Christ was crowned Lord of Lords, king of kings, that God had raised him from the dead, they heard for the first time that death had been vanquished and that a whole new way of living, a whole new way to look at people, a whole new way to look at self, a whole new way to love god and open for them and they were so impressed, and so convicted that they cried out, what shall we do.  And the answer came back and has remained the same thru two thousand years, repent and be baptizes everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  How about it tonight.  Would you like that?  Now just like we had the night before we’re going to kind of be around and we want to talk to you if you’re concerned, no pressure, never any pressure.  The one thing that we’re going to fight for you is for your freedom.  We’re not going to try and take your freedom away from you.  But if your here of any age and your concerned about where you are in life we’re glad you’re here and we’ll share with you our struggle and we’ll share our faith.  We’ll present to you the claim of Jesus and show maybe how it can relate to you and your life, and then you are free to make the decision.  Kerrie made one last night.  I think maybe two more today.  And then once you’re in him, no condemnation secure that’s the first day of your life and you’ll get up the next morning with a whole new eye for living.   

