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       1st John Depth Study, Part 2
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Sometimes I (especially if you are listening by one of the sister’s on the pew) when I am loud I probably nearly knock your head off.  And then when I am low you probably strain to hear.  So we are going to try to maintain some kind of moderation.  And if we goof here and there, why do something.


Now we’re moving on in our presentation.  Now one brother called attention and I just want to say one word about this.  Who, the way Jesus is called God in the scripture.  Now I’m aware that we’re coming down pretty tough and pretty strong with the emphasis the Jesus is God.  And that’s not without design, you no.  I believe that with all of my heart.  That the whole point of scripture is: that what was in the beginning (which is God), it was God in the beginning, that this is what has put an appearance here. And I think that we struggle with whether the Holy Spirit is God. Whether Jesus is God.  Whether God is God the Father.  And we try to cut all these distinctions.  And Biblically, it is extremely difficult to sustain.  Just, very difficult.  


Now obviously there are times when the emphasis is on certain of the three referred to as God in the scripture.  But rather than our qualifying, for the purposes of our discussion, we are just simply taking the view that God has made an appearance in Jesus Christ.  And, that there is no distinction to be drawn.  There is no dilution to the experience.  And if in language, I do not always speak as clearly about those slight distinctions that are there, well just know that this is a context in which we are speaking. 


That the great questions that have been raised concerning the identity of Jesus Christ today and which have wrecked the fellowship of the Christian from the days of John until now.  That this is the point that must be spoken to and must be overcome.  And I think that will become clearer now.


Now the next thing that we are going to talk about, what we’ve discussed so far if you’re outlining.  I would call this first section “The great reality.”  The great reality.  And the great reality is that God has put an appearance here on earth.  And that God has created a fellowship.  God has created His group in the earth.  That’s the great reality.


Now the next section; we’re calling for purposes of outline or whatever.  “The fatal crime.”  The fatal crime.  Now with this beautiful reality God’s life creating this group.  Creating shared life here on this planet or fellowship.  Our becoming one with him by reason of birth been born of God.  Our fellowship (being created)! Not because we think alike and because we came from similar backgrounds, but because of what we have in common.  Is far greater than the things before that divides us.  And we’re not really stressing that but its potent as it can be.  That’s what Gods group have in common is the life of God.  That’s what we have in common.  And that life is so great it is so powerful that there is no difference that can make any difference in the presence of that shared life.  That not Jew and Gentile.  Not bond and free. Not male and female.  Not Greek and Barbarian.  Not black and white and red and yellow.  Not economics.  Not social differences.  None of those differences is as great as what we have in common.  

You see sometimes we’re trying to, I don’t know for sure what concept of unity that sometimes we have.  But the basis for the great unity is a shared faith.  That is a faith that is common to each one of us.  And the great fundamental of which is Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God, and that a fellowship has been created here in the world.  That’s what’s really great.  We’ll look at some of those problems a little bit later.  

But let’s ride over that right now and let’s look at the great fatal crime.  There is a reason why we are choosing the words fatal and the word crime.  And that will become clear as we present this next section.  

Now the fatal crime puts us in tune with the problem of I John.  And to get that problem down let’s turn to the second chapter and begin at verse 18.  Now we have looked so fat at the first four verses of chapter 1.  We’ll return to chapter 1 but to get the problem in the clearest single statement let’s go to chapter 2, verse 18.  

Children it is the last hour.  Now perhaps there is a word that could be spoken about that last hour.  Time is an awfully difficult thing Biblically to keep straight.  One day is with the Lord is a thousand years and a thousand years is one day.  The hour is coming and now is the word today.  All of these expressions are extremely difficult.  And one, one tiny thing to keep in mind that might help us just to keep our thoughts at least gathered together.  And when we say this now, don’t press it too far.  This is a general; a couple of general categories that just help for general purposes to keep the thing fairly clear.  

And that is prior to Jesus.  Time was looking toward an end.  Everything was telescoping in Jesus.  So, that you almost think of time as end for end.  As linear, sequential and it’s moving us slowly and slowly and slowly towards Jesus coming.  

Now from Jesus, it is not so much end for end time or linear time.  As it is running along, Jesus is the end.  He is.  He’s the first and the last.  He’s the great final one.  It’s almost as if, Jesus the end, has already appeared.   The end is already clear.  The battle has already been fought.  The victory has already been won.  Now is the day of salvation.  Harden not your hearts.  It’s almost as if Jesus is the great finality, the great finisher, the great end, the final moment.  So that time, instead of running end and end is always running along the edge of the end.  We’re always on the brink.  Life is always on the brink.  We know not the day, nor the hour when the sun is going to come.  It’s not like it was back when they were looking forward to the coming.  Not of the end of the world, but the coming of Jesus into the world.  Almost end for end, Simeon, which one event is leading to another event is leading to another event.  And so on down the line.  But when you come to Jesus, we’re walking on that nice edge sharpness.            

So that if we went straight ahead we would just bump right into Jesus.  But we’re kind of running along the edge at this point.  And so that we’re living at the end time as, well as living in the time before the end time.  It’s kind of two things at once that you have.  And in the New Testament, the problem becomes even a little severer in trying to keep clear these ideas.  Because the resurrection, the second coming and all of these the time language is just difficult.  And I think it leads, its helpful to realize that there is a sense in which we are in the end time.  And that we’re (if we think of it) as more as running along the edge.  And the break through you know can occur.  Then it just helps for purposes of reading to keep it a little straight.  And so when John says, “We’re at the last hour”, with this concept of time he’s exactly right.  We’re always at the last hour.  We’re always in the last days.  We’re always at the end time.  Its always Lord Jesus come quickly.  Because we’re running right along that edge, we’re living along the edge.

Now He says, “Children it is the last hour.”  And as you have heard; that anti-Christ is coming.  Now John is the only one that really uses this term anti-Christ.  Anti-Christ is coming so now many anti-Christ’s have come.  Therefore we know that it is the last hour.  Now here’s the problem, verse 19.  They went out from us.  But they were not of us.  For if they had been of us, they would have continued with us.  But they went out that it might be plain that they all are not of us.  

Now that is, here John envisions a group of people who were in the inside.  At least they were considered to be on the inside.  Considered themselves to be on the inside.  But John says they cut out.  They left!  They broke from the group.     

               Now notice how strong Johns language is.  And let’s work carefully through this.  


John says they went out from us.  At one time they were sitting over here.  But now they’ve gone out.  John says they really weren’t of us.  If they had of been they wouldn’t have left.  Now he does this in the same connection as talking about the anti-Christ.  This group went out because of a disagreement or because of at least one area of disagreement.  Regarding the identity of Jesus.  And all the way through 1 John there are the undertones of John speaking to that heresy, speaking to that problem.  


He goes on to verse 20, “but you have been anointed by the Holy One and you all know I write to you not because you do not know the truth, but because you know the truth.  Because you know it and know that no lie is of the truth.  Who is the liar?  But he who denies, that Jesus is the Christ.  This is the anti-Christ; he who denies the Father and the son.”











Notice these subtle distinctions.  John says, that this group that went out, they have denied the Christ.  Now in what sense did they deny Him?  They did not deny Him categorically.  They didn’t deny Him totally.  They would have said, “Oh, He’s the Christ”.  Just like people today who would have a shared view of Jesus or a view other than the Biblical view of Jesus, would say oh yes there’s no problem.  He’s the Christ.  And that’s why you hear people talking from all different kinds of religious backgrounds.  I’m speaking of the great world religion saying, oh we believe in Christ.  We believe, yes we believe in Christ.  You know.  Oh you do believe in…  Oh yes we believe in Christ.  The Dositist?   would have said that we believe in Christ.  The Gnostic who was about, who lived about this time would have said, oh we believe in Christ.  


But you see this is the subtle distinction John says in essence, “If you do not believe it, if they do not believe what I am saying about Christ.  You have denied the Son, but you’ve also denied the Father.”  If you deny this about Jesus, you cannot claim faith in God.  If you have denied the Son, you have denied the Father.  John says, “There is no way to break faith with Jesus Christ and hold faith with God.”  There is no way to be a God believer but not a Son believer.  There is no way.  John says if you deny the Son you deny the Father.  And no one who denies the Son has the Father. The denial of the Son is a denial of the Father.  You cannot have one with out the other.  He who confesses the Son has the Father also.  Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you.  If what you heard in the beginning abides in you then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.  And this is what is promised us.  Eternal life.  


Now, lets also read at the fourth chapter.  Because we’ll have additional information about this group that went out.  About the anti-Christ!      


Verse 1:  “Beloved do not believe every spirit that tests the spirits to see whether they are of God.  For many false profits have gone out into the world.  By this you know the spirit of God.  Every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ, (now notice this language here: very important) has come in the flesh.   Now there is not set of words that speak any more tellingly to the problem being confronted in this epistle than those few words.  Notice what John says.  First of all John says, He has come.  That is He had preexistence.  The preexistent one who was before He came.  And the one who was before He came has come.  The one who was here has come here.  Now the second thing that’s of significance in these words is He says He has come it’s a fact.  It is a historical fact.  It is not conjecture.  It is not speculation.  It is an absolute fact, John says.  

And the third thing that He says, He does not say that Jesus Christ has come into the flesh.  But has come in the flesh.  Now the reason that that construction is important and the reason that the distinction is made critically so in this passage is the general view of the Gnostic, for example, that of whom Serinthis is one of the major proponents and the story is told I believe by Araneus of John being the public baths one day and someone came along and told him that Serinthis had just come in and so John jumps up and he runs out and says, “Let’s get out of here quickly before the roofs of the baths fall in, because Serinthis, that enemy of truth has just come in.”  Quite a strong reaction to the presence of this enemy that had entered in.  Calamity just might fall with his coming.  


Now they thought, for example, at least some of them thought that Jesus really was not God.  Was not the Messiah?  Was not God come in the flesh when He was born in Bethlehem?  But over here at about the time of His baptism, God came.  The Christ-consciousness came upon Him and continued with Him until sometime prior to His death at which time it was then removed.  So that Jesus you see is only the place where the God consciousness resided at a specific period of time.  


Now this is extremely near a lot of ideas about the Christ today that are prevalent in the world.  It is that there is a certain messianic consciousness that arise and that takes residence in various ones throughout history.  And, that these ones become great mediums of truth.  Ones through whom God makes Himself known.  Makes truth known and makes the way known.  John says, “Jesus Christ, the one who is the real believer is not the one who says that Jesus Christ has come into the flesh.”  But John says the believer is the one that says that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.  God was there when He arrived.  And is there all the way through the death.  That is-this passage is a critical one in understanding the subtlety of the problem, the doctrinal problem that had confronted the church at this early point in its history.  Every Spirit, which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is of God.  And every Spirit that does not confess Jesus is not of God.  This is the spirit of the anti-Christ of which you heard that it was coming and now it is in the world already.  


Now that the attack, the immediate attack was upon the nature of Christ.  It had something to do with the nature of Christ.  There was some question that had been raised by the group that had gone out of the real identity of the Christ.  John comes back in very strong language.  Now this apparently was so great in their minds that they felt it warranted breaking from the group.  And so they have left the group.  Now you pick up additional information about this group scattered through the book of John.  And as you read it, you’ll pick up things like this.  


First of all there evidently was a question raised by this group regarding the place of sin in the Christians life.  There were some who were contending that they were without sin that they were perfect.  They also claimed, and you’ll pick this up in the second chapter, a special anointing.  Anointed in some kind of special way.  Which then provides some kind of special knowledge; they place great stock in knowledge and mystery.  And here was a group of people who became, could recall them an elites group.  An elites group: who then in turn formed a certain judgment against those who were left.  


Now this particular group went out because of a specific doctrinal issue.  It is not simply going from this group to another group to another group.  But it was a break from the fellowship totally.  However in this context of this group we learn some amazing things about the strength of the fellowship itself.  






But I want to make that distinction that Johns point is some people who by reason of questioning the identity of Jesus have broken fellowship with the group and have gone out.  A group that has gone out claiming superior knowledge, a superior anointing superior knowledge insight into the understanding of Christ.  



C.S. Lewis warns us about the temptation of what he calls “the inner circle”.  Now there is a tendency maybe in a lot of us to want to be a part of that inside group.  And by the inside group we almost mean the group that nearly speaks in code language.  I mean the group that really knows and the group that’s really doing things.  You know what I mean?  That there is there is in this group there is a tendency, there’s a temptation to want to be a part of that inner circle.  And sometimes we just yearn to get, we might call it that kind of depth or we call it that kind of insight or that kind of understanding.  And very often times with just a slight knowing smile the word has passed that while certain ones are taking certain positions and doing certain things for the general good of the group.  


That really if this tiny elite group over here would call them aside, there would be great mysteries that would be unfolded.  Now that’s very dangerous.  That’s extremely dangerous.  And we suffer from it considerably today.  There is a feeling that we break.  We break from the group maybe not quite in the sense of attacking the identity of Jesus.  But in some of these other things we become dangerously near some of the problems that grow out of the denial of something that is very basic doctrinally.  It is never right for one to hold a snobbish position regarding the others in Gods family.  There is no place for snobbery.  There is no place for the spiritual elite.  No place for elitism.  There’s no place for a special sect to believe that their insights are a little sharper and a little clearer and therefore they’re just a little bit superior.  And they really Dane to go down and live with the common folks in the group.  


John would take a dim view of that.  And he goes then and points out that this break from the group he associates it in context with Cain killing his brother Able.  And he uses the word murder, which is not used in the New Testament, other than the book of Revelation.  And it really means to cut the throat.  It’s an awfully strong; it’s an emotional term.  It’s a term that suggests malice; a fore thought.  A premeditated kind of feeling or attitude or intention or motive.  And John says that there are two things about these people that are devastating.  One is they left and the second is by their leaving they were unloving with the brothers.  You don’t love your brothers if you leave them John says.  


And those who do not love the brothers are like Cain, who murdered his brother.  He cut his throat.  And he who leaves the group and who takes this unloving posture toward his brethren John says, “That is the man who abides in death.”  You can look at that in the third chapter of 1 John, verse 11 beginning.  For this is the message you have heard from the beginning that we should love one another.  And not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother.  And why did he murder him?  Because; his own deeds were evil in his brothers righteous.  Do not wonder brethren that the world hates you.  We know that we have passed out of death into light because we love the brethren.  He who does not love remains in death. 


Now watch this.  If you were looking in Johns writing, John would say that inside Gods group there is life.  And furthermore; that the only life of God that there is on the earth is in this group.  That the life of God does not appear anywhere else.  That inside the group there is life and outside the group there is death.  Those who have gone outside the group have gone to the place of death.  And those who have gone to the place of death do not love the brothers.  And those who do not love the brothers are murderers.  It’s a kind of circuitous journey that John takes in pointing out the fatal crime.  The fatal crime in 1 John is leaving the group.  Breaking the fellowship.  There you leave life you enter the realm of death.  You enter the realm of death.  You do not abide in love.  If you do not abide in love you are guilty of murder of brothers.  


Now is it important that John makes this that strong?  Isn’t that strong?  I think in a day in which the church has fallen on pretty shabby ground in people’s names.  The church we speak of very discouragingly.  We criticize quickly.  We’re contemptuous of it.  Oh we would make the subtle distinction between the real church and whatever you call the one it is.  But is that distinction really justifiable?  Or is it justifiable of a position, a view an attitude that you have taken?  


Is it really that the group today is all that different?  I suppose that all through history Gods group has shone with greater or lesser splendor.  But it’s always been His group.  And John says that the person who goes out of that group that that is fatal.  That you do not leave the group!  You don’t leave.  You don’t adopt these snobbish attitudes.  Now apparently there were some people who were left in the group with which John identified that were intimidated and threatened by these people.  These people were going out here and they were saying, “Boy! You just ought to be where we are.  We have the most fantastic, we’ve got the best, we have the most, we just and on and on and on it goes.  Well the people over here thought _______ you know?  Have we missed this whole thing?  Is that where reality is?  Is that where the true is?  Is that where it is to be found?  And have we missed it?  And there must have been a spirit of intimidation was there.  And so John writes back and he says, “Now you’re the ones who know all things and you’re the ones who have been anointed and you’re the ones that are true and you’re the ones that are born of God.  


He comes back over and over with assurances here in the group.  And again, some of the spirit with which we have dealt in the twentieth century and again making the careful distinction that it does not rest so much on the issue of the Christ Himself.  But just on, as we shall see later in our study, just what it means.  What being in the group means in terms of relationship the one to the other?  So that these things have come and sometimes I hear brothers and sisters saying to other brothers and sisters boy you know we’ve got this little group meeting over and listen it is just so exciting.  It is so wonderful that that Sunday morning service is just absolutely why it’s just failed in significance compared to this thing that’s over here.  Now wait a minute.  I’d like to know exactly what you’re trying to say.  I want to know if that’s some kind of childish immaturity?  Or if you’re trying to deliver a message and don’t quite know how to deliver it.  


I can gather a lot of groups for a lot of different reasons that are exciting.  But part of the reason that I’ve come to love this church more in my life now that I ever dreamed possible was because it finally dawned that its something to suffer for.  There is no remedy in factualism and clicks and elitist groups.  There is no future there.  It is fraught with danger.  And especially when born of such attitudes as we’ve indicated so far.  Now that is not to say that groups can’t meet in homes and pray and read and worship all of that.  But we’re talking now of this sometimes-accompanying attitude that judges everybody else.  That is wrong.  That’s just wrong.  And it feeds on a spirit here that is just to say the least a dangerous spirit.  That, that’s not where it is.  And that’s not the way to love brothers.  That’s not the way really to be on the inside.  That’s not the way t o be filled with the spirit.  That’s just not the course that we follow.  That it’s something else.  That there’s something else that is there. And something else that which we must give attention.  It is not found in the creation of satellite groups.  That’s not where it is found.  


Now these, this at least one of these groups had formed and John directs this tremendously strong language towards these individuals.  And I think that there is a certain caution that at least at this point it kind of brings into us.  That makes us careful and hesitant.  

(Side 2)

Now, the problem that resulted in the fatal crime.  Now we’re going to go one step further.  This crime is so fatal that I’d like to suggest, from 1 John five and if you’ll just turn over there for a moment.  Verse 16.  If anyone sees his brother committing what is not a mortal sin or a sin unto death.  He will ask and God will give him life for those whose sin is not mortal.  There is a sin which is mortal or unto death.  I do not say that one is to pray for that.  All wrongdoing is sin.  But there is a sin, which is not mortal.  Or not unto death.  


Now if you stay within the context of first John, watch this.  John says that in the group there is life.  Out of the group there is death.  If one leaves the group his sin becomes fatal.  He’s left the group.   He is no longer in touch with forgiveness.  He is no longer in touch with the cleansing blood.  And therefore his sin is fatal.  He has left the one place where there is propitiation.  Where there is a sacrifice.  Where there is atonement made.  He has left that and he has cut himself off. A sin; unto death.  I’m suggesting that John may simply be saying nothing more than the sin that is mortal; the sin that’s fatal has been committed outside the group when you’ve broken through the group.  That sin, that is not unto death for which we can pray one for another.  Because there is a basis for forgiveness; if sin that is committed on the inside of the group.  


Now that brings us to the next major point which is:  What is the nature now of this fellowship?  And we’ll bring this in before we break for our lunch period.  What is the nature of this fellowship?  Now he’s talked about the fellowship itself that has been created here on the earth.  Its been created he says by Gods special life.  There’s a group that’s left.  They’ve committed a fatal crime of cutting out of splitting from the group and forming another group that’s over here and intimidating the one that’s left.  Now we come back to this group and we ask the question?  What’s the nature of this group?  Or, let’s reintroduce for purposes of our discussion.  What is the nature of the church?  What’s the nature of it?  I’d like for us to let John just describe in a once for all way what the nature of the church is.  Let’s turn back now to John one.  1 John: one.   


John is going to give us something here that is enormously beautiful about the church.  What’s the nature of this group?  This fellowship?  Now first of all John says (verse 5).  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you that God is light.  And in Him is no darkness at all.  And then he talks about us walking in the light.  Now when he says that God is light among other things he says God is open.  God is honest.  God has integrity.  There is no shadow.  There is no deceit.  There’s no disguise.  There’s no mask.  That God, in contrast to all of these things is light.  That when you come into Gods group; you have come into the light.  And when you’ve come into the light, you have left illusion behind.  You have left deception behind.  You have left roll playing behind.  You have left wearing masks behind.  You have left the disguises behind.  You’ve left the insincerity behind.  You’ve left the pretension behind.  You have left all of those things that are associated in that family, he says you’ve left all of that behind.  All those games that people play to gather self- respect, he says you’ve left all of that behind.  Because God is light!  The evasions and the deceptions and the disguises and the roll playing and the game playing, the need for all of that has fallen away.  That those who come to the group come home to honesty.  Come home to sincerity.  The Italian word for sincere means without wax and was practiced in the sculptures that would form sometimes the deformed sculptures.  And they would have the defects and the chips and everything and they would take wax, a special wax, and they would fill in all those places to where the unknowing buyer couldn’t tell the difference.  Until it was exposed to heat and then the wax would all melt away and the person would know that he’d been tricked.  


Now one of the problems which human relationships is so much insincerity.  We have so much wax that we cover our defects.  And we cover our weaknesses.  We play so many different roles and we wear so many different masks that we ourselves forget who the real me is.  We live in a world of illusion.  A world of deception!  A world of evasion!  We can’t let people know what we are, because if we let people know what they are no one would ever love us again.  And so we build this image very carefully.  We balance it very precariously.  And we spend most of our lives trying to support it.  


John says that when you come into this group all that’s different.  All of it is changed.   And all those humpty dumpy images that you’ve constructed for yourself and that fall off the wall inevitably and nobody is able to put old humpty dumpy back together again.  He says all of that game playing is gone.  That when you come into the light, you come home to yourself.  You come home to honesty.  You come home to integrity.  You come home to realness.  You come home to just a basic identity and acceptance of yourself that no longer demands playing games.  


God is light!  And God has shined on this group so that this group walks in the light.  And there are no shadows.  There are no dark corners.  It is an exposed fellowship.  Not only so, but light is healing.  You see?  The problem with sin in the world is that you have to cover it up.  There’s no way that you can be healed and so the guilt abides and the guilt grows and it gets greater and greater and greater.  Just like the wound, at some point has to be uncovered and exposed to the light for healing.  Likewise our wounded diseased spirits need a place where they can be exposed to the light of God.  And where we can be healed.  


God is light!  And those who are in Gods group they walk in the light.  They’re exposed to the light.  And they’re spirits are in constant mending form.  And their constant, the wax is melting away and God is transforming them into the image of the Christ.  This is one of the healthiest things psychologically ever to come along.  It’s just to have a place to have a people.  To have a group who because of something that has happened in their lives no longer demands that you play games and tricks.  But that you can be yourself and you can be real, that you can be honest.  John says this is that fellowship.  The fellowship of light!  Not going to be tricked by your brothers.  That’s in the world not in this fellowship.  


Now a second thing that he says and let’s let John say this.  Because I think this is so critical in terms of the way we look at the church today.  There are three groups of ifs or two groups of ifs; three in each group.  Beginning at verse 6, and running into the opening of chapter two.  And I’d like to read first of all one group together, not as they appear here but we’ll read the group that falls together, then we’ll read the other group that falls together.  And listen to what John says.  Verse 6.  If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness we lie and do not live according to the truth.  Now John; would you tell us one more time where darkness is?  It’s outside the group.  That’s where it is.  And John says this group walking along out here that has judged the group is unworthy.  John says, “They say they’re walking in the light.”  Which the Gnostic liked to boast.  But John says they’re liars.  They walk in darkness.  You can’t leave the group and walk in the light.  


Then the second one comes at verse 8.  If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves.  And the truth is not in us.  And the third one comes at verse 10.  If we say we have not sinned we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.  John says in language too clear to be misunderstood, that this group is a sinful group.  This is not a perfect group it’s a sinful group.  And John says if you say that you are walking in the light when you’ve cut out of here, you’re lying.  And he says if you’re in here and you say that you don’t have any sin, he says you’re a liar.  And furthermore; if you’re in here and you say t you don’t have any sin, you’ve called God a liar.  John says anyone who deny that this group is a sinful is a liar and has called God a liar.  Sometimes you look around at all your brothers and sisters and you think, boy they’re just, they’ve had it.  They’re standing there and they’re not what they ought to be and they’re weak and they’re all of those things.  John would say, “You’re exactly right, including you.”  And with what you’ve just said we just leave it alone.  


You know it’s strange to what lengths we go to try to cover the sin that’s in the group.  Just amazing.  Three or four years ago in another section of the country, I delivered two messages on the church.  The first night looked at its human side.  It’s failings and its weakness.  And it was blunt and to the point.  We made no attempt to cover it up.  You know if there’s one thing we have to be brother, it’s honest.  We cannot present a dishonest covered up gospel or view of Gods family.  Tell the truth!  


Boyd Morgan down in Arkansas said, “That the best thing to do in all situations is just tell the truth.”  When you tell the truth you don’t even have to remember what you said.  Just tell the truth.  Well that night we just told the truth.  And there was a sister who came out that asked to see me in the back room.  And I knew I was in trouble.  But she was lovely and I love her a lot.  She took me back there and she said, “Landon” she said, “You aired our dirty linen tonight. Why did you do that?” “Do you think anybody would want to be in that kind of a church?”  And after she stated what she said, I said, “Now what a minute. Was anything said tonight that wasn’t true?”   “Well; no.”   Ok and secondly do you really think that I told them anything that they didn’t already know about us.  All I was doing tonight sister was just letting them know that we know.  


Because there’s a world out there that sees us come into our buildings and go out of our buildings.  They see us drive up in our nice cars and go in, in our nice clothes.  And you’re fortunate here because you do have some windows.  Most of our buildings now don’t have any windows.  I mean it’s really a closed society.  We wall ourselves in and shut the doors tight.  We lock the doors.  The object is, is be very careful who gets in.  Now that’s what the world sometimes thinks.  And someone will come and they’ll say that’s not a very loving church.  And we say, “Well, you know it’s their fault.”  Because we’re so defensive, we’re so afraid to say, “Look we’re sinners.”  I remember the first time; I guess that consciously I said that in the palpate.  Took me several years to own up to the fact that I was a sinner.  That when I finally got around to where I could say it, two or three people got terribly upset.  And they said we don’t want, Landon we don’t want our preacher getting up there and saying he is a sinner.  I said, “Well isn’t that what I am?”  Well; you know they guess that’s what you are but, you shouldn’t run around saying it.  You know?  


Well Paul was saying that I am the chief’s of all sinners.  I am the last and least of all saints.  There was an elder of the church in a certain city who arose in a Bible class, in the last year.  You know what he said?  He said that assembled church, he said I cannot remember the last time that I sinned.  Do I, (and this was an elder) do I need to tell you that that church is really suffering?  That’s the last guy I want to be around, frankly.  Man don’t put me around anybody that’s perfect!  You know its one of the problems of getting along with Jesus.  The early disciples had an awful time.  Peter, ask him what it was like to live in the presence of Jesus.  And Jesus really was perfect.  And He was also loving.  And He was also forgiving.  But you get next to a brother who thinks that he hasn’t sinned and I’m telling you now that is one more towering figure.  You talking about a giant!  A goliath.  He’ll just tread down people.  You can’t believe the way he’ll tread down people.  


We need to get honest and say simply what the Bible says.  The Bible says that the group is a sinful group.  It’s not a matter of all the sin being out here and none of the sin being in here.  That’s not the way it is at all.  John says there is sin in here.  You sin!  And I sin!  And if we say that we have no sin we’re a liar.  And furthermore; we’ve made God a liar.  Let’s get over that hang up.  You know we got out of a world of pretension into a world of pretension.  Don’t swap one form of pretension for another form of pretension.  Remember the point is you came into the light.  When you’re in the light you can tell the truth.  And if you take this other stance, then John says your integrity is on the line and that’s precisely where the church is in regards to the world today.  Our integrity is on the line because our profession simply has not been backed up with our performance.  


And at the same time we have made this profession as if we are the elite ones of the earth, we’re just a little bit better.  We’re not like that person who’s over there.  Even that who are republican.  John says to the group, “Remember; that’s a sinful group.”  You sin in here and it’s all right to let your neighbor know that you sin and not as a bias statement.  There’s a way to say, “Well you know, we’re all sinners.”  That’s just, that just wreaks and drips with a piety that’s false.  It’s not like that which issues from the heart of the one who cried, ‘God be merciful to me: a sinner.”  


The confession of sin in ones life is not a matter of the smirk and grin.  It is not of piousness.  It’s a matter of reality.  It’s just the way we are.  Now if that’s not the difference (and hang on here because this is where it really gets good).  If that’s not the difference, then what is the difference John?  And let’s pick up his second group of ifs.  The first one is found in verse 7.  If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His son cleanses us from all sin.  The group is sinful, but cleansed because the blood of God is in the group.  It’s flowing in the group.  And just like the blood flows through our bodies bringing life and carrying out impurities.  The blood of God is flowing through all the members of this group bringing life and carrying out the impurities.  The blood of Jesus; His son cleanses us from all sin.  


Now the next one is found in verse 9.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just.  You can depend on it.  And will forgive us of all our inequities.  And will forgive all our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Now this forgiveness here, but the forgiveness He said is based on confession.  Now what is confession?  The word confession literally means to state the present reality, to say what is.  Now remember we said a while ago that we’re walking in the light.  There’s no pretension.  There’s no deception any longer.  That’s what John is saying.  John is saying, “If you confess your sins, confess your waywardness, confess the error of your ways. Confess your weakness.  Say what is. Tell the truth about your lies.”  Don’t come in here and start wearing masks all over again.  Don’t build up a set of pretensions trying to convince your brothers and sisters that you are better than you are.  You set the same kind of devastating motion in your life that characterized you when you were out here in the world.  John says inside brothers you can tell the truth.  When you confess your sin you are simply saying what is.  


You are saying what is.   And He says you can do that now.  Why can you do that now?  You can do that now because the blood is there to cleanse you.  You couldn’t do that out here because there was no, you say what is and there it all just hangs out.  There’s no cleansing.  You can say what is because now there is forgiveness of our sins.  You couldn’t do that on the outside.  You had to play the roles and play the games and wear the masks and live in deception and evasion and illusion because you had no forgiveness out there.  Listen there’s only one thing to do with sin and that’s forgive it.  That’s the only remedy is forgiveness. 


And so we are always in danger of perpetuating the same reality that we left on the inside.  John says don’t do that.  The group is sinful and you can say that it is sinful.  You see the great boast of the church; the great joy of the group is not found in the fact that we never sin.  That again focuses the attention on ourselves, which we’re terribly dangerous of doing, in danger of doing.  We’re always promoting ourselves.  We promote the people.  We promote the group.  We promote the church and sometimes you go into certain groups and you know they just brag on themselves.  And this is the most wonderful… and we’re the greatest….and this is the finest….and we’re this and we’re that.  Listen; that’s wrong!  


To what does the group point?  Not to itself; but to Jesus.  Jesus says hold me up in the group.  And I; if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto me.  The church gathers around Jesus.  The church gathers, and when we gather we lift up the Christ.  Why do we lift up the Christ?  Because it is the Christ who cleanses us, it is the Christ who forgives us.  You see what the church brings to the world is Jesus.  The remedy that we bring for what suffer in the world is Jesus Christ.  We confess our sin.  We can say that we sin.  We can tell the truth about our life because we have Jesus.  The group has Jesus.  Jesus is in the group and the group is in Jesus.  And let him who glory, glory in the Lord.  If we could only just hold up the Christ.  


Now that doesn’t mean that we can’t tell each other that we love us.  And I don’t need to go back through all of that.  Obviously we can love each other and we can say that we love each other.  We’re talking about that little something that we do that let’s the outsider go away and just say well there must be something wrong in that group or …  It’s like the husband; who just tells his wife a little too many times in the presence of others how much he loves her.  You better watch out because when the company’s gone; the fur flies.  


There is a reality that just does not have to be propped up.  I remember a family in which, you know if you would go in, especially as a preacher; you know people do different when the preacher comes than when other people come.  I believe that’s right.  I might be wrong but I believe that’s right.  And when I would go she’d sit on his lap and he’d sit on her lap and just kind of, you know.  It was just too much you know!  And you’d go away for a while and you’d think my they really love each other then you thought well, and you know you just find yourself anxious.  And boy in a couple of years, separation, divorce.  Left the family of God.  Let’s not make that mistake with each other in the church.  We don’t have to prop anything up.  Hold up Jesus.  He’s the one who cleanses.  He’s the one who forgives.  


Now let’s get that third one.  I don’t know what I’d, I just love this one.  My little children.  Chapter two.  I’m writing this to you so that you may not sin.  Now John is saying that the intention here is different than the intention in the world.  The intention in here is not the sin.  The intention here is to, it’s not to be as committed to sin.  We are not yielded to sin.  So that it’s important for us to remember that there should be less of an incident of sin in here than there is out here.  Because we’re really now yielded to God and we’re beholding the image of the Christ and we’re being transformed into that same image day by day.  So that we are rising above we are submitted to God rather than yielding ourselves as the servants of sin.  The intention in here is not to sin but if any man does sin, which is obvious in what is written before.  He says we have, and look at this beautiful word, an advocate with the Father.  Jesus Chris the righteous and He is the expiation for our sins and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  That this Christ loved the whole world and gave Himself up for the whole world and provided forgiveness for the whole world, not that the whole world has accepted it.  But never the less He died for all.  He tasted death for every man.  


And John says that what He is, is our advocate or our counselor.  Or our comforter.  Or our attorney.  Our defense attorney.  He is one who stands in the presence of the Father.  In the presence of the King and argues our defense.  Now we’re going to illustrate that’s way overdrawn.  I’m telling you before we do it that it’s going to be way overdrawn but just to help us to get into it.  It’s almost as if they looked down one day and the Father says, “Would you look at Landon.  Did you see what he did? How many times do you suppose he’s been told not to do that? I’ve told him and I’ve told him and I’ve told him and I’ve told him. And look.”  And the other one said, “Wait a minute. Wait a minute. I love him. He is in me. He’s covered by my blood. And if you get him you’ll have to get me.”  


In other words; the very presence of Jesus there is our advocacy.  He is our righteousness.  He is our wisdom.  He is our justification.  He is our redemption.  Paul says in1 Corinthians, verse 1.  He is all of it.  And we plead not our own righteousness but the righteousness of Jesus.  He is there as the strong swimmer who’s plunged into the chilly turbulent waters of life.  And He swam successfully, overcoming all confession and surviving death itself and came down to the end and stand yonder on the other bank calling us to come after Him.  And assisting and strengthening us so that we get through the same turbulent waters successfully.  Jesus is our advocate.  


Now inside the group you’re cleansed, you know what we’re doing right now?  We’re preaching the gospel.  This is the gospel!  This is the good news!  The good news is that inside the group you are cleansed.  Inside the group you are forgiven.  Inside the group you have an advocate who stands before, goes before and pleads and intercedes on your behalf.  You see the Christian we have our man in heaven.  He’s gone before us to pave the way.  He’s gone before us to prepare the mansion.  And one of these days, I don’t know if I’ll ever have a mansion in this world or not.  In fact; I’m pretty sure at the rate I’m going I won’t.  But you know it doesn’t make any difference because the Lords preparing me a mansion.  And it’s going to be a stem-winder.  It’s going to be great.  It’ll be multi faceted and multi splendored.  And we’ll be able to live there in that habitation of glory forever and forever.  That’s what the group has to say.  


Now it’s against this group of spiritual snobbist’s that have gone out of the group.  That John comes back and begins to reaffirm these great fundamentals of life.  Now we’re going to pause to do that brown bagging in just a moment.  And before we do let me again preview just a little bit about what we are going to do next.  Right at the beginning in the next time we are going to go back and look at these words in 1 John: 2, 15 to 17.  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world for all that’s in the world, lust of the flesh, lust to the eyes, the pride of life are not of the Father but are of the world.  We’re going to look at that.  And on the base of that we’re going to see the way John views this whole thing.  John doesn’t have any gray zones.  There are no fuzzy areas.  For John it’s either all here or it’s all there.  We’ll look at that briefly.  And then we’re going to look at the glue that binds us together.  Because a lot of times at this point people would say, now, now do you think that that’s really the way the group is?  Well that’s not the way the group is that I’ve experienced it.  And we want to deal at some length with the way John views that whole point.  How John sees the church and the antidote for elitism and factualism and the groupie spirit and division in Gods group.  John gives a prescription that is absolutely a hundred percent viable in today’s church.  We hope that you can stay this afternoon through that.                                                                                                

